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a “point of reference” for your future library 


\ With facts at your finger tips, in pleasant surroundings, 
research takes on added interest. Here, in this reference 
section, the ultimate in functional design is combined 

with precedent setting ‘New Life” library furniture styling. 


It invites use—like all ''New Life” units! 


JOHN E. SUOSTROM COMPANY, INC. 


1717 NORTH TENTH STREET, PHILADELPHIA: 22, PA. 
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| out and back \\ 
| in a hurry 


Our life today is dependent 
on schedules... library... 
class... work... train and 
plane schedules. WHY NOT A —==" 
BINDERY DELIVERY SCHEDULE, TOO? Heckman gives you 
scheduled service . . . production and transportation . . . TEN 
| Heckman trucks make pickups and deliveries and the 
librarians they serve enjoy a schedule they can depend on. 
A complete scheduled service is available only at 
Heckman’s . . . why don’t you try Heckman Service, too, 
as many librarians have. A card to Heckman today 
will bring you full information. 
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adaptable anywhere—anytime 
to fit your space requirements 


Globe-Wernicke free-standing study 
earrels blend smart design with maximum 
efficiency, and are universal space-savers in 
any library, regardless of present or future 
space limitations. 

Engineered to provide the most favorable 
work conditions in a minimum of floor space, 
these G/W study carrels are made up of 
standard component parts that can be easily 
assembled into various forms in many different 
arrangements, and just as easily dismantled 
and rearranged to meet expansion or reorgani- 
zation demands. Individual fluorescent lights 











or business machines can be directly con- 
nected to outlets pro- 
vided on the carrel. Sin- 
gle-faced free-standing 
carrels are also available. 


For full information 
write for Catalog No. 314. 
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| V 
| KNOW THE PRICES FOR “WANTED” BOOKS 


AMERICAN BOOK-PRICES CURRENT 1955/56 (Vol. 62) reports over 14,000 


price records of $5 or more from 103 book-auction sales (124 sessions), held 





by six auction houses in the United States from July 1955 through June 1956. 


This indispensable reference tool is used by Librarians, Booksellers, Researchers 
and Appraisers for BUYING, SELLING and EVALUATING literary properties. 


512 pages, bound in buckram $15. net 
ORDER YOUR COPY NOW 
All previous annual volumes are out-of-print 
On Display in the COMBINED BOOK EXHIBIT at the SLA CONVENTION. 











iy New Revised Edition 


i INTERNATIONAL ATLAS OF THE ITALIAN 
TOURING CLUB 


6th edition, totally revised. Format 20” x 14%” : 
93 large-scale maps on 173 pages and 156 smaller detail maps. 





Names are adopted from the official terminology of the country repre- 
sented, with Italian translations on the reverse. 
Available in two formats: 


Looseleaf in ring binder, allowing for insertion of revised maps at 
a later date, with a separate Index volume. 





Atlas bound together with Index in one volume (not looseleaf). . 
(Ready Fall 1957). 


Price of Atlas and Index (either format) $98.00 postpaid 


STECHERT-HAFNER, INC. 


FOUNDED IN NEW YORK 1872 
The World’s Leading International Booksellers 
31 East 10TH Street, New York 3, N. Y. 
OUR 85th ANNIVERSARY .. . 1872-1957 
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periodical 
explosion’ 


High space costs, budgetary limitations, 
and an ever-growing number of periodi- 
cals impose an explosive demand on li- 
brary facilities. But University Microfilms 
solves the problem, effectively and eco- 
nomically. 

Keep your unbound copies in circula- 
tion for the two years of their maximum 


Then, 
files, replace individual magazines with 
full-year microfilm copies, with the funds 
that would have been spent for binding. 

University Microfilms cost vo more than 
ordinary binding —reduce space needs by 


utility. for permanent reference 





94% —and are, by far, the easiest refer- 
ence files to maintain. 


write for complete 


information including titles 
available and costs. 


UNIVERSITY MICROFILMS 
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Pan American Sanitary Bureau 


Representative publications of the Pan American Sanitary Bureau and World Health 
Organization, many of which are available upon request. 


WHO In Print 


MARY ELIZABETH BEDWELL, Documents Librarian 
Pan American Sanitary Bureau—Regional Office of World Health Organization 


1501 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W., Washington 6, D.C. 


| HE WoRLD HEALTH Organization 

r (WHO) is the specialized agency 
of the United Nations that is concerned 
with health and has inherited the func- 
tion of earlier international health or- 
ganizations. Its Constitution was adopt- 
ed in April 1948, and the permanent 
organization was established in Septem- 
ber of the same year, with headquar- 
ters in Geneva. Regional offices have 
been established in Washington, to 
serve the Americas; in Geneva, for Eu- 
rope; in New Delhi, for South. East 
Asia; in Brazzaville, for Africa south of 
the Sahara; in Alexandria, for the East- 
ern Mediterranean; and in Manila, for 
the Western Pacific. The Pan American 
Sanitary Bureau in Washington, estab- 
lished in 1902, is the world’s oldest in- 
ternational health organization with a 
half century of experience in public 
health work, and it has served also as 
the Regional Office of WHO for the 
Americas since 1949. 

In its Constitution WHO defines 
health as “a state of complete physical, 
mental and social well-being and not 
merely the absence of disease or infirm- 
ity.”” There are at present 88 member 
countries of WHO. The Organization is 
concerned with the prevention and con- 
trol of disease, education and training 
of health workers and demonstration of 
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public health techniques. WHO assists 
member governments in public health 
programs such as the eradication or 
control of communicable diseases, ma- 
ternal and child health, nutrition, nurs- 
ing, environmental sanitation, profes- 
sional education and training and pub- 
lic health administration. The purposes 
of the Organization are further pro- 
moted by the dissemination of informa- 
tion in its publications, and through this 
medium WHO acts as a clearinghouse 
for international health information. 


Mimeographed ‘and Printed Publications 


WHO publications may be divided into 
two categories: mimeographed docu- 
ments and printed publications. Gen- 
erally speaking, the mimeographed 
papers are first issuances of the docu- 
ments, resolutions, minutes and working 
papers of the annual World Health As- 
sembly and meetings of the WHO Ex- 
ecutive Board. These are later printed 
and released in an Official Records 
Series. Other mimeographed documents 
include the working papers and final 
reports of expert committees and re- 
search study groups. After approval by 
the Executive Board and at the direc- 
tion of the Director-General, documents 
of this type are printed and issued in a 
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Technical Report Series. Still other 
documents eventually are published as 
bibliographies in the Bulletin of WHO 
or as articles in the Chronicle of WHO. 

Generally speaking, the mimeograph- 
ed documents are preliminary papers 
and as such are mainly restricted to 
internal distribution, although some are 
made available to national health ad- 
ministrations in the different member 
governments even before publication. 

The printed publications, which are 
for sale to the public, fall into several 
classes. One is called official publica- 
tions and consists of such archival ma- 
terial as the basic documents, hand- 
books of resolutions and decisions of 
the Assembly and Executive Board and 
the official records. The latter are sub- 
divided into annual reports, financial 
reports, proceedings of the assemblies, 
reports of the Executive Boards, and 
programs and budget estimates. The 
most generally useful single publica- 
tion is the Director-General’s report 
which is entitled the Work of WHO 
and is a review of the work of WHO 
throughout the world during the pre- 
ceding year. 

A second category of serial publica- 
tions is called the Technical Report 
Series. This consists of the reports is- 
sued since 1950 of WHO expert com- 
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit- 
tees with other specialized agencies and 
study and advisory groups, whose pur- 
pose is to offer technical advice to the 
Organization. (Reports prior to 1950 
were published in the Official Records 
Series.) To date, 115 Technical Reports 
have been published on such varied 
subjects as tropical diseases, malaria, 
venereal diseases, tuberculosis, zoonoses, 
immunization, therapeutic and prophy- 
lactic substances, alcoholism, environ- 
mental sanitation, nutrition, food hy- 
giene, health education, maternal and 
child health, mental health, nursing, 
school health services, prosthetics, oc- 
cupational health, international sani- 
tary regulations, vital and health statis- 
tics and professional and technical edu- 
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cation of medical and auxiliary per. 
sonnel. All these have been issued jp 
English and French; a selected few of 
the early ones and all later ones (be. 
ginning with No. 91) have been pub. 
lished in Spanish also. 

The Monograph Series are important 
contributions to preventive medicine 
written by outstanding authorities jn 
their fields. There are 33 monographs 
to date, issued in English and French, 
with a selected few in Spanish. The 
subjects are similar to those in the 
Technical Report Series but naturally 
are treated in greater detail and with a 
more individual approach. 


Periodicals 


In addition to the serial publications 
described above, WHO also issues six 
periodicals. The Bulletin of WHO is 
the principal scientific periodical of the 
Organization and contains articles of 
international importance on matters of 
public health. Originally issued in Eng- 
lish and French editions, the Bulletin 
now appears in a single edition contain- 
ing articles in the original English or 
French, with a summary in the other 
language. There are two volumes each 
year, with six numbers each volume, 

The Chronicle of WHO is less tech- 
nical than the Bulletin but gives an ex- 
cellent monthly summary of the public 
health programs in member countries. 
In addition, the Chronicle contains a 
calendar of international meetings and 
reviews of WHO technical publications, 
as well as notes of staff appointments, 
transfers and resignations. There are 
separate editions in English, French, 
Spanish and Chinese. 

The International Digest of Health 
Legislation, a quarterly, publishes health 
legislation of international significance. 
Some laws are given in full, some in 
extract form, some in summary and 
some are listed by title only. Occasion- 
ally comparative studies of legislation 
are published, as for example those on 
leprosy, malaria and midwifery. This 
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digest appears in English and French 
language editions. 

Health statistics are made available 
to the public through two periodicals, 
Epidemiological and Vital Statistics Re- 
port, a monthly journal, and the Week- 
ly Epidemiological Record. The first 
contains statistics on the quarantinable 
diseases and statistical studies on mor- 
tality and natality in different coun- 
tries. The weekly periodical records 
notifications of quarantinable diseases 
and the incidence of nonquarantinable 
diseases. These periodicals are bilingual 
in English and French. In addition there 
have been published five volumes en- 
titled Annual Epidemiological and Vital 
Statistics, with figures from 1939-1953. 


Miscellaneous Publications 


Besides the serial and periodical pub- 
lications, WHO has issued a number 
of miscellaneous publications of inter- 
est to medical librarians. Sponsored by 
UNESCO and WHO, World Medical 
Periodicals appeared in 1953. Itis a 237 
page listing of some 4,000 current peri- 
odicals in the medical and biological 
sciences and well-known journals which 
ceased publication between 1900-1950. 
Each entry gives the title, place of pub- 
lication, frequency and an abbreviation 
of the title based on the rules intro- 
duced by the World List of Scientific 
Periodicals. There are indexes for sub- 
ject matter and country. 

The 1953 edition of World Directory 
of Medical Schools is a 220 page book 
containing a listing of more than 500 
institutions, with date of founding, aca- 
demic year, admission requirements, 
teaching staff, students, language of in- 
struction, degrees, number of graduates 
and tuition. A new and completely re- 
vised edition of this publication is now 
in preparation. 

Seven supplements to the Bulletin 
of WHO have been published. The first 
was the Manual of International Sta- 
tistical Classification of Diseases, In- 
juries, and Causes of Death, sixth re- 
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vision of the International Lists of Dis- 
eases and Causes of Death, adopted 
1948. There will soon be a new edition 
of this publication based on the sev- 
enth revision of the International List 
of Diseases and Causes of Death. 

The second supplement was the 
Pharmacopoeia Internationalis, in two 
volumes, which proposes to establish 
internationally recognized standards and 
nomenclature for pharmaceutical prep- 
arations. 

Supplements 3-6 serve as addenda to 
the Manual of International Statistical 
Classification of Diseases, Injuries, and 
Causes of Death, and as instructions for 
physicians on the use of the Interna- 
tional Form of Medical Certification of 
Cause of Death. They are available in 
English and French. 

The last supplement, Arnstein’s Guide 
for National Studies of Nursing Re- 
sources, is a 36 page pamphlet to be 
used as a guide for the study of nursing 
services and training. It is published in 
English and French. 


Free and Regional Office Materials 


No discussion of WHO publications 
would be complete without the inclu- 
sion of free materials distributed by the 
Office of Public Information. World 
Health is a bimonthly, 8 page news 
sheet prepared in English and French 
by the Division of Public Information 
in Geneva. The Spanish and Portuguese 
editions are distributed by the Pan 
American Sanitary Bureau, the WHO 
Regional Office in Washington. World 
Health, until 1957 entitled WHO News- 
letter, carries popular information about 
the work of WHO and illustrations of 
the international staff of health work- 
ers and nationals engaged in public 
health programs and projects through- 
cut the world. Glossy prints of all 
photographs used in illustrations are 
available free of charge for reproduc- 
tion in publications and periodicals. 

Besides World Health, other mate- 
rials are available gratis to teachers, 
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speakers, librarians and the public from 
the Washington Office of Public Infor- 


mation. To mention a few, there is a 
folder entitled “WHO... What it is... 
What it does . . . How it works” and a 
WHO chart, which shows the organiza- 
tion structure of WHO. Some publica- 
tions are prepared entirely by the Wash- 
ington Regional Office: Annual Report 
of the Director, PASB; The Pan Ameri- 


can Sanitary Bureau—Half a Century 
ot Health Activities, 1902-1954; The 
Story of the Pan American Sanitary 


Bureau, Regional Office of the World 


Health Organization and Yaws, Its 


Eradication in the Americas. 

Besides these printed materials, WHO 
also has a number of films which por- 
tray graphically the work of the Or- 
ganization in various countries. A very 
limited number of these 16mm sound 
films may be borrowed rent free from 
the Washington Office. 

To complete the round-up of publi- 
cations, the library at headquarters in 
Geneva issues monthly its mimeograph- 
ed “Library News,” which contains a 
listing of the recent acquisitions and 
new WHO publications released during 
the preceding month. From time to 
time, there is an addendum to the list 
of periodicals in the Geneva library. 





Each regional office also issues its 
own documents and publications, byt 
only the principal publications of the 
Regional Office for the Americas are 
mentioned here. The Pan American 
Sanitary Bureau has always put out its 
own publications and still issues them 
under its own name, while serving as 
Regional Office of the WHO. The 
Boletin de la Oficina Sanitaria Pap. 
americana is a monthly journal carry. 
ing articles on all aspects of public 
health, with Spanish as the main lan- 
guage. Health statistics of the Americas 
are made available in the bilingual In. 
forme Epidemiologico Semanal-Week- 
ly Epidemiological. Report and in the 
quarterly Estadistica Sanitaria—Health 
Statistics. The Monthly Calendar of 
Selected International Meetings ap- 
pears in separate English and Spanish 
editions. The PASB Quarterly reports 
the progress of outstanding projects and 
health programs and gives related in- 
formation on the work of PASB/WHO 





in this region. In addition, the Bureau | 
has three series of publications: Official | 


Documents, Scientific Publications and 
Miscellaneous Publications, all of which 
are issued in the four working languages 
of the Bureau—English, French, Span- 
ish and Portuguese. 


Education For Medical Librarianship 


WILLIAM DOSITE POSTELL, Librarian 


Louisiana State University School of Medicine, New Orleans 


_— LIBRARIANSHIP has de- 
veloped along somewhat different 
lines from librarianship in general fields. 
Early medical libraries originated in 
the coilections of physicians, which de- 
veloped in many cases into the hospital 
and medical society libraries of today. 
With the expansion of these libraries, 
due to the tremendous growth of the 
literature, physicians were no longer 
able to care for them, and the running 
of the library was turned over to a sec- 
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retary or some library minded indi- 
vidual. As a result, medical librarians 
began to be drawn from those asso- 
ciated with physicians rather than from 
the newly developing group of profes- 
sional librarians. This was the situation 
when the Medical Library Association 
was founded in 1898 by eight members, 
four physicians and four librarians.! 
Large medical libraries need profes- 
sionally trained personnel to admin- 
ister them, and so, library school grad- 


SPECIAL LIBRARIES 








eS its 
Ss, but 
of the 
iS are 
erican 
ut its 
them 


ng as | 


The 
Pan- 
Carry- 
oublic 
1 lan- 
ericas 
al In- 
V eek- 
n the 


ealth | 
r of 


ap- 


anish ° 
ports 


$ and 
d in- 
VHO 
ireau 


ficial | 


and 
yhich 
lages 
/pan- 


ip 


yrian 
eans 


ndi- 
lans 
SSO- 
rom 
\fes- 
tion 
tion 
ers, 
1 

fes- 
1in- 


‘ad- 


ES 











yates began to be recruited. The chang- 
ing professional picture is evident from 
the fact that of the 92 librarians in 
medical libraries about 30 years ago, 
55 per cent had no library school train- 
ing. The picture is quite the reverse 
today when a large percentage of those 
entering the medical library field are 
library school graduates. 

With the gradual acceptance of li- 
brarianship as a profession, medical li- 
brarians began to consider the adoption 
of standards. The usual method em- 
ployed by professional groups is a train- 
ing program consisting of formal edu- 
cation followed by a period of super- 
vised practical experience. This train- 
ing is then certified by a competent or- 
ganization. The Medical Library Asso- 
ciation considered such a plan first .at 
its annual. meeting in 1946. It was 
apparent to those charged with draw- 
ing up a program that the principal 
difference between medical and general 
library work lay not in techniques and 
procedures but in the subject matter 
itself. The secretary-librarian approach- 
ing medical librarianship from the sub- 
ject standpoint found that a knowledge 
of library techniques was important. 
The library school graduate likewise 
found medical knowledge essential. 

The first attempt to provide formal 
training in medical librarianship took 
place at the University of Minnesota 
in 1923-24, but after several years the 
proposed course was abandoned since 
there were no applicants. Actual in- 
struction was given in the spring of 
1937 by Isabelle T. Anderson and Helen 
H. Norris. Emphasis was on hospital 
work with patients rather than on med- 
ical library service to physicians. The 
first course devoted to the work of a 
medical library was taught by Thomas 
Fleming at Columbia University School 
of Library Service in 1939.” 

Agitation continued through the years 
for training in special librarianship and 
particularly medical librarianship, but 
it was not until the presidential address 
of Mary Louise Marshall before the 
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Medical Library Association in 1946 
that a united and concrete effort was 
finally instituted to set standards for 
those wishing to become medical libra- 
rians. A program of special training at 
three grades recommended by the Com- 
mittee on Standards of the Medical Li- 
brary Association was adopted in 1947:* 


Grade 1—Completion of college and 
library school training including an ap- 
proved course of instruction in medical 
library service. 

Grade 2—In addition to the completion 
of training for Grade 1, a term of sup- 
ervised experience of at least six months 
in a medical library approved by the 
Subcommittee on Internships. 

Grade 3—Graduate work in library 
science and in medical or related sub- 
ject fields leading to an advanced de- 
gree; or completion of a two year course 
correlating work in library science, 
medical library work and medical sub- 
ject work, leading to an advanced degree. 


The first course developed with the 
advice and approval of the Medical Li- 
brary Association was taught by Estelle 
Brodman at Columbia University School 
of Library Service in 1948. This course 
consisted of lectures, reading, discus- 
sions and consideration of problems per- 
taining to medical literature. Other 
courses soon followed at Emory Uni- 
versity, University of Southern Cali- 
fornia and the University of Illinois To 
encourage students to enroll, scholar- 
ships, made possible by a grant to MLA 
from Eli Lilly Company, were offered. 

In order to train its medical librari- 
ans, the Veterans Administration offer- 
ed four instructional courses in 1949 
and one in 1950. These courses were 
given at the University of Illinois, Uni- 
versity of Southern California, Univer- 
sity of Chicago and Columbia Univer- 
sity, and were organized along similar 
lines to those given at Columbia and 
Emory Universities. 

The Medical Library Association then 
moved forward in another direction— 
the setting up of an organization for 
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the adoption of standards by means of 
certification. In 1949 the Association 
adopted a certification program based 
on the three levels of training already 
listed. Briefly, certificates were to be 
issued as follows:+ 


Charter Certification—In the main this 
was to consist of those with five years 
of professional experience in a medical 
library. 


Certification at Grades 1, 2, and 3— 
These were to correspond to approved 
levels of medical library training as 
previously adopted. 


Certification in Special Cases— This 
was to take care of special cases and 
certificates were to be awarded on the 
basis of an examination after individual 
case study. 

The program has now been in operation 
for eight years. Over 300 librarians have 
received charter certificates. Courses 
given at the various universities have 
resulted in the certification of over 100 
librarians at Grade 1. The internship 
program organized to qualify students 
for Grade 2 has issued only a few cer- 
tificates due to the lack of libraries of- 
fering internships. Only one applicant 
has qualified for Grade 3, the grade 
based on advanced training. Interest in 
qualifying for Grade 1 certification is 
continuing. During the summer of 1957 
all of the library schools previously 
mentioned will offer the usual course in 
medical bibliography. In addition, Cath- 
olic University in cooperation with the 
National Library of Medicine will offer 
such a course to be taught by Estelle 
Brodman. 

There seems little doubt that the 
program to date has been most success- 
ful. It was a unique experiment and 
has certainly proven successful in rais- 
ing the standards of medical librarian- 
ship. The committees charged with the 
responsibility of supervising the pro- 
gram are continually examining the 
various facets of the project for im- 
provement as a great deal still remains 
to be done. 
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Medical librarians in America haye 
long been aware of the need for training 
librarians in foreign countries. With 
funds provided by the Medical Division 
of the Rockefeller Foundation, the 
Medical Library Association has been 
responsible for the training of foreign 
fellows. Carefully selected librarians 
have been brought to the United States 
for periods of training. The plan fol. 
lowed is naturally different for each in- 
dividual. In the main, some formal 
training is integrated with practical ex. 
perience. This has been found to be the 
best type of training for these librarians, 

In England, interest in training med- 
ical librarians has also been manifested, 
Medical librarians are recruited from 
university graduates who have passed 
at least part of the professional certifi- 
cation administered by the Library As- 
sociation and by School of Librarian- 
ship and Archives at University Col- 
lege, London. The examinations for 
professional certification cover three 
phases: entrance, associateship and fel- 
lowship. The examinations provide for 
specialization and one of the optional 
subjects is medical librarianship.* 

In summarizing it can be said that a 
great deal has been accomplished in 
raising standards of medical librarian- 
ship within the past decade. Medical 
librarianship has established itself as a 
profession. Definite standards for those 
wishing to be recognized as medical li- 
brarians have been adopted. Formal 
courses are being conducted by uni- 
versities, and internships have _ been 
established, although more are needed. 

CITATIONS 
1. DOE, JANET. The development of education 
for medical librarianship. Medical Library As- 
sociation Bulletin, vol. 37, 1949, p. 213-20. 
2. Ibid. 
3. Proceedings of the Medical Library Asso- 
ciation. Medical Library Association Bulletin, 
vol. 36, 1948, p. 259-378. 
4. Ibid., vol. 38, 1950, p. 312-97. 
5. POSTELL, W. D. The Medical Librarian, In 
Handbook of Medical Library Practice, 2d ed., 
Janet Doe and Mary Louise Marshall, eds. 


Chicago: American Library Association, 1956, 
p. 30-41. 
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The Retrieval Of 
Therapeutic Information: Using 
Abstract and Index Publications 


WINIFRED SEWELL, Senior Librarian 





Squibb Institute for Medical Research, New Brunswick, New Jersey 


N TAKING down a reference for an 
Oe tieresy loan the other day, I 
asked the requester routinely where it 
had been cited. He said that it had 
come from Current List of Medical Lit- 
erature and added that it was a shame 
the List didn’t have better abstracts. 
After a momentary mental readjust- 
ment to the concept of a title or sub- 
ject entry being an “abstract,” I sug- 
gested that we might be able to find a 
better abstract elsewhere, since the 
reference was from an early 1956 jour- 
nal. When we found an adequate sum- 
mary in Biological Abstracts through 
its 1956 author index, my inquirer 
scarcely believed it, because, he said, 
“They are so late in publication.” 

There are at least two morals to this 
story. First, the librarian or informa- 
tion worker should know his sources 
thoroughly. It took positive conviction 
on my part to induce the inquirer to go 
to an abstracting service that he con- 
sidered to be out of date for a sum- 
mary of an article that had been pub- 
lished about a year ago. But I knew 
that the average time lapse between 
the appearance of an article in an 
American journal and of its abstract in 
Biological Abstracts is two-thirds of a 
year. I also knew that the annual au- 
thor indexes are received during De- 
cember in the December issue. 

The second moral is that when there 
is no single perfect source in a field, 
a combination may be’ used even in 
searching for a specific item. 

In the field of therapeutic informa- 
tion librarians are faced with starva- 
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tion in the presence of abundance. More 
than a thousand periodicals contain ab- 
stracts of original articles mentioning 
drugs (9), but I know of none whose 
primary aim is to abstract and index 
therapeutic information in an even par- 
tially comprehensive way. By thera- 
peutic information I mean published 
studies on the use of medicines to treat 
or prevent disease and on the effects 
of the drugs themselves on human be- 
ings, animals or other living organisms. 

Since there is no single source on 
which one can rely for prompt retrieval 
of such information, most pharmaceut- 
ical libraries set up their own indexing 
systems and there have been sporadic 
attempts at cooperation among these 
libraries (4,16). To answer today’s ques- 
tion, however, we cannot wait for the 
ideal service. We owe it to ourselves to 
make the fullest use possible of existing 
publications to reduce the supplement- 
al indexing we must do individually. 

Three years ago Anne McCann, Irene 
Kelly and I made a study of the ad- 
vantages and limitations of seven serv- 
ices used by pharmaceutical librarians 
(17). Instead of repeating that work 
now, I shall use it, other studies (5,15, 
19) and subsequent observations to 
suggest methods and attitudes of mind 
which promote most effective use of 
available publications. 


Factors To Be Considered 


The facts a librarian should know 
about any abstract or index service he 
uses are its promptness, the extent of 
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its coverage of original papers and 
what he can expect of its indexing sys- 
tem and abstracts. 


Promptness is determined by the in- 
terval between publication of an orig- 
inal article and the appearance of its 
citation, abstract and indexing in a 
secondary source. Secondary publica- 
tion may be in the form of an abstract 
with subsequent indexing by subject 
(Chemical Abstracts, Biological Ab- 
stracts, Excerpta Medica), an abstract 
and simultaneous indexing by subject 
(Helminthological Abstracts), a listing 
and simultaneous indexing by subject, 
usually with subsequent cumulation 
(Current List of Medical Literature, 
Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus), 
or a listing and later subject indexing 
(Bibliography of Agriculture). 


Publications which list or abstract 
without indexing are not considered 
here because they have practically no 
value for information retrieval. Many 
services publish author indexes at the 
same time as abstracts or citations even 
though subject indexes are delayed. 
These indexes have value for finding ab- 
stracts when the reference has been 
found by subject elsewhere, for locat- 
ing a citation when an author is known 
or for searching for papers on a subject 
by authorities in the field. No matter 
how early an abstract or citation ap- 
pears, it cannot be well utilized until 
it is indexed; thus promptness of in- 
dexing is critical. 


The extent of coverage of original 
publications by abstracting and index- 
ing sources has two aspects. First, from 
what periodicals have citations been 
taken? Most major sources periodically 
list the journals they cite. Unfortu- 
nately, while many journals are sur- 
veyed by a high percentage of serv- 
ices (15), about one-third of all peri- 
odicals that contain original therapeutic 
information are not covered by any 
major secondary source (9,13,17). For 
reference work the only practical way 
to fill this gap is to use a variety of 


190 





sources, including those for the medical | 


specialties and from foreign countries 
and to recheck constantly the items 
found against those in the bibliogra. 
phies of original papers. Always be con. 
scious that no search is ever one hun. 
dred per cent complete. 


Secondly, is the coverage of the jour. | 


nals listed by the secondary sources 
complete or selective? Almost all ab- 
stracting and indexing services are se- 
lective with respect to some of the 
journals which they survey. Of the ma- 
jor secondary sources, 
stracts is perhaps least likely to cite all 
items on drugs from the journals it ab- 
stracts, while Current List of Medical 
Literature and Quarterly Cumulative 
Index Medicus include all signed ar- 
ticles from the major medical and 
medical science journals they index. 
I know of no major indexing service 
that cites abstracts of meeting papers. 
Journals known to publish meeting sum- 
maries must be searched for these. Ex- 


amples are Presse Médicale, Deutsche | 


Medizinische Wochenschrift, Munchen- 
er Medizinische Wochenschrift, Nordisk 
Medicin and Federation Proceedings 
(index to April meetings is in the 
March issue but not with the volume 
index), Journal of Pharmacology and 
Experimental Therapeutics (meeting 
papers are not covered in its index), 
Clinical Research Proceedings and 
other official publications of specific 
societies and organizations. 
Familiarity with the scope and lim- 
itations of the various subject indexes 
will be best obtained by thorough and 
imaginative search methods. If one 
turns up two references in source B not 
found in source A, he should immedi- 
ately check source A’s author indexes 
to make sure that the new references 
really were omitted. If, as frequently 
happens, they are in source A, finding 
under what subjects they were indexed 
may lead to other missed references. 
Chemical Abstracts indexes therapeutic 
information most specifically, but other 
major indexes can be made to yield a 
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great deal with a little skill in their 
use (16). 

One can say categorically that no 
abstract should be used as a final au- 
thority for the original article. Never- 
theless, long use and the knowledge of 
whether abstracts are done by authors 
and volunteer abstracters (Biological 
Abstracts) or by paid _ abstracters 
(Chemical Abstracts) can help in eval- 
uating them. 


Most Useful Sources 


There are a number of bibliographies 
which list abstracting and indexing 
services in fields related to therapeu- 
tics (1,2,3,6,7,10,11,12,14,18,20,21,22). 
Nearly all the services included on the 
medical lists contain some therapeutic 
information. If I were to choose a half 
dozen, however, Current List of Med- 
ical Literature would come first because 
of the promptness of retrievability pro- 
vided by its monthly subject indexes 
and the relatively short interval (four 
to six months for many United States 
publications) between original publica- 
tion and inclusion in Current List. Its 
lack of abstracts and a tendency toward 
lumping drugs under relatively broad 
index headings are major disadvant- 
ages. One must search for only a few 
drugs in the 1951 index and then in a 
1957 issue, however, to see a vast im- 
provement. 

Because Chemical Abstracts’ index- 
ing is almost ideally precise, it is a 
shame that it does not generally include 
clinical papers on a known drug and 
that its subject indexes come out so 
late. Biological Abstracts is at present 
more useful for its fairly prompt ab- 
stracts than for its subject indexing, 
which is still late, though improving. It 
has defects in the extent of its cover- 
age because of the vast amount of 
world biological publication and in com- 
pleteness of abstracting because of its 
dependence upon authors’ abstracts. 
The subject index ranks between Chem- 
ical Abstracts and Current List in spe- 
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cificity but is somewhat less predictable 
than either. 

Excerpta Medica would have to be 
included, though the uneveness of its 
various sections make it incapable of 
evaluation as a whole. It is more suit- 
able for a limited approach in a special- 
ized field than for reference work in 
disciplines that do not exactly coincide 
with its sections. Though I have not 
examined it systematically, Interna- 
tional Abstracts of Biological Sciences 
(formerly British Abstracts of Medical 
Sciences) has a prompt-appearing sub- 
ject index with headings under the 
chemical names of specific drugs and a 
multiplicity of cross references. It is to 
be commended for the exact statement 
in each volume of which journals are 
covered completely and which selec- 
tively. Though the list is small in com- 
parison with those of the other sources 
mentioned, it is expanding. The inter- 
val between publication of an original 
article and inclusion of its abstract in 
International Abstracts seems to aver- 
age well over a half year. 

Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus, 
now published almost three years late, 
must be relegated to retrospective 
search use. Its index headings are too 
broad for easy location of less familiar 
drugs, but for the better known ones it 
is the best general source for therapeu- 
tic information published before 1950. 


Additional Sources 


Many foreign sources appear in the 
lists mentioned above. They provide 
citations omitted from the major Eng- 
lish language indexes (1). The new Eng- 
lish language Abstracts of Soviet Medi- 
cine, to be published in 1957 by Ex- 
cerpta Medica Foundation, will prob- 
ably contain some abstracts from 
Meditsinskoe Referativnoe Obozrenie as 
well as some original ones. 

Abstracts are often a regular feature 
of periodicals which publish original 
papers, such as Journal of the American 
Medical Association, Deutsche Medizin- 
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ische Wochenschrift, Schweizerische 
Medizinische Wochenschrift, Presse 
Médicale and Nordisk Medicin. For 
the average search they are so highly 
selective and duplicate more general 
sources to such an extent that they 
rarely yield a profitable return. They 
may be searched for specific papers, 
especially those published in their coun- 
try of origin. 

Two general periodicals whose index- 
ing function is coincidental to another 
primary purpose should not be forgot- 
ten because they supply important 
therapeutic references. Unlisted Drugs 
cites one or two of the first publications 
on a new drug, and Translation Month- 
ly indexes by author English transla- 
tions of many pharmaceutical articles. 

Finally, there is the vast area of spe- 
cialty abstracts and indexes, both in 
separate journals (Tropical Diseases 
Bulletin, Nutrition Abstracts and Re- 
views and the Springer Zentralblatter 
and Berichte) and in periodicals which 
also contain original papers (American 
Review of Tuberculosis, the various 
A.M.A. Archives and International Ab- 
stracts of Surgery, published with Surg- 
ery, Gynecology and Obstetrics). These 
should be remembered both when 
searching in specialized fields and as 
sources of abstracts for citations found 
elsewhere. 


An Example—Tranquilizers 


As an example of what services may 
be used in a specialty field, let us con- 
sider a new one. Publications on “tran- 
quilizers” are appearing frequently and 
are being quite well covered by Cur- 
rent List of Medical Literature, which 
began in January 1957 to use the head- 
ing “Tranquilizing Agents” as well as 
such specific ones as “Azacycylonol,” 
“Chlorpromazine,” “Meprobamate” and 
“Rauwolfia alkaloids.” To find abstracts 
one may go to A.M.A. Archives of Neur- 
ology and Psychiatry, Excerpta Medica, 
Section VIII—Neurology and Psychia- 
try and Psychological Abstracts. An un- 
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usual source is the summary of these 
new drugs in the January 28, 1957, 
Drug Trade News with an index (pages 
56 through 70) of some 400 news 
items from Drug Trade News for the 
three preceding years. Since most of 
these “news” items are summaries of 
papers that appeared elsewhere, this 
is really a cumulative index to “ab. 
stracts” on tranquilizers. 

Some writers include annual reviews 
with abstracting and indexing services 
and certainly reviews should not be 
neglected in a search in a specialty 
field. One can, in fact, use them in any 
way in which an abstract and index 
service can be used if he is aware of 
their limitations as to coverage and re- 
liability. Selective reviews for tran- 
quilizers are found in: the section on 
chemotherapy of “Psychiatry” in An- 
nual Reviews of Medicine (volume 7: 
114-18, 1956); the neuropharmacology 
section of “Review of Neuropsychiatry, 
1955” in A.M.A. Archives of Internal 
Medicine (volume 97: 612-14, May 
1956); the physiological treatment and 
other divisions of “Review of Psychi- 
atric Progress 1956” in American Jour- 
nal of Psychiatry (volume 113: 611-15, 
January 1957); and in various parts of 
Progress in Neurology and Psychiatry 
and Yearbook of Neurology, Psychiatry 
and Neurosurgery. A guide for search- 
ing in psychology was published in 
1955 (8). 

Company publications cannot be over- 
looked. The new monthly publication 
of Ciba, State of Mind, may yield peri- 
odic summaries of current papers. Oc- 
casional bibliographies such as that on 
Largactil (Paris: Spécia, 1955) are in- 
valuable. 

In this paper I have reminded those 
who search for therapeutic information 
not to limit themselves to one or two 
abstract or index services and that to 
make the most effective use of all 
sources available, they must be studied 
constantly. If we combine imagination 
with the knowledge we obtain, we may 
successfully bridge the gap between the 
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haphazard search sometimes made to- 
day and the ideal search of the future. 
Certainly we shall be in a better posi- 
tion to prescribe and to work to attain 
the ideal service for retrieval of thera- 
peutic information. 
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The Academy of Medicine, Toronto: 
The First Medical Library In Ontario 


MARIAN A. PATTERSON, Chief Librarian 


Academy of Medicine, Toronto, Library, Toronto, Ontario 


1957 marks the 50th Anniversary of 
the founding of the Academy of Medi- 
cine, Toronto. The seeds of the develop- 
ment of the library and museum collec- 
tions, however, reach back into the 
early nineteenth century. Progress was 
slow and at times almost imperceptible, 
but the seed had not fallen upon stony 
ground. If at times it lay dormant, it 
was nevertheless gathering strength to 
bring forth frvit when the times be- 
came auspicious. Slow growth makes 
the hardest timber and today the med- 
ical library and museum are the finest 
of their kind in Canada. 

The history of medical libraries in 
Ontario dates back to the year 1839 
when the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of Upper Canada was formed 
by Act of the Provincial Legislature. 
One of its first actions was to establish 
a medical library and museum, the first 
in the province of Upper Canada. The 
college was doomed to a brief and 
troubled existence as all progress was 
paralyzed by the political and profes- 
sional rivalries which dominated the 
first half of the nineteenth century. 

The province was a seething hot-bed 
of political and sectarian animosities, 
and these rivalries were reflected in the 
ranks of the medical profession. The 
old British colonial policy of tying the 
colonies politically and economically to 
the mother country brought the second 
British Empire in America very close 
to rebellion. Government from across 
the water, which concentrated all power 
in the hands of a few, had begun to sit 
uneasily upon the Canadian people. 
These grievances culminated in the re- 
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bellion of 1837. It did not clear the air 
but made rivalries even more bitter. 

In December 1840, Her Majesty Queen 
Victoria disallowed the college on the 
grounds that it infringed on the rights 
and privileges of the Royal College of 
Surgeons of London On the dissolution 
of the college, the library was trans- 
ferred to the Medical Board of Upper 
Canada, on condition that a library be 
provided for the medical profession in 
the province. These books marked Coll. 
Phys. and Surg. U.C. were turned over 
to the Medico-Chirurgical Society in 
1844 and were under the care of the 
secretary, Dr. George R. Grasett. As a 
result of his sudden death in the typhus 
epidemic of 1847, the society dwindled 
out of existence and the books disap- 
peared. A diligent search of Toronto 
libraries has not solved the mystery of 
their disposition. 

The next 50 years were stormy ones 
in the history of the medical profession. 
Rivalries between the various medical 
schools hindered all efforts to establish 
a medical library. In painful contrast to 
the United States, where well organized 
medical libraries had grown up in the 
leading medical centres, Toronto had 
no library facilities. By 1887 the lead- 
ers of the medical profession became 
aware of this deficiency. The three med- 
ical organizations, the Toronto Med- 
ical Society, the Ontario Medical Asso- 
ciation and the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons of Ontario, appointed a 
committee to formulate plans and pro- 
ceed with the organization of a library. 

As a result, the Ontario Medical Li- 
brary Association was incorporated. Dr. 
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N. A. Powell was appointed curator. He 
wrote for advice to Dr. Oliver Wendell 
Holmes who had been actively inter- 
ested in the organization of the Boston 
Medical Library. Dr. Holmes had a 
copy of his medical essays handsomely 
bound and presented them to the new 
library. This first acquisition and Dr. 
Holmes’ graceful and charming accom- 
panying letter are among the library’s 
treasures. The Ontario Medical Library 
Association led a precarious existence 
during the next few years, but the foun- 
dations had been laid. 

The Academy of Medicine, Toronto, 
like many illustrious medical institu- 
tions on this continent, owes a great 
deal to Sir William Osler, the influential 
physician and teacher of McGill, Johns 
Hopkins and Oxford. His spirit still 
pervades its halls. Owing to dissension 
among the medical profession and the 
medical schools, Osler was advised to 
leave Toronto to complete his studies 
elsewhere. A man of lesser calibre would 
have turned his back on the centre 
which had closed its doors to him, but 
one quality of the truly great which 
runs like a clear red line through all 
Sir William’s life, is that no matter 
how high he climbed the ladder of suc- 
cess he never forgot his early associa- 
tions. Toronto, the city in which the 
beloved teacher of his early youth, Dr. 
James Bovell, lived and worked, was 
never overlooked. 

In 1898, speaking at a meeting of 
the Ontario Medical Library Associa- 
tion, Sir William Osler urged the amal- 
gamation of the different medical so- 
cieties in Toronto. These societies in- 
cluded the Toronto Medical Society, 
the Toronto Clinical Society, the To- 
rento Pathological Society and the Li- 
brary Association. Cooperation is an 
essential of all progress; dissension is a 
canker which eats the very foundations 
of an institution and hinders all growth 
and development. The wisdom of Sir 
William’s suggestion finally dawned, 
and in 1907 these four societies joined 
to form the Academy of Medicine, To- 
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ronto, at 9 Queen’s Park. The Ontario 
Medical Library Association contrib- 
uted the largest number of members 
and a nucleus of 4,600 books establish- 
ed the library. Sir William’s interest in 
the new Academy never waned. Dona- 
tions of books and money from him 
appear almost annually in the early 
minute-books of the library committee. 





Bill Methven 


In the periodical reading room, Miss Patterson and 
Dr. Stuart D. Gordon, associate professor of surgery, 
University of Toronto, and chairman of the His- 
torical Book Committee at the Academy, examine 
a bound volume of medical journals. 


The first professional librarian, Miss 
Margaret Charlton, was hired in 1913. 
She came from McGill and was with 
the Academy for eight years. A woman 
of character, spirit and ability, she was 
among the original founders and the 
first secretary of the Medical Library 
Association. The minute-books show that 
for the first time a professional ap- 
proach was taken towards the organi- 
zation, acquisition and housing of the 
collection. To her fell the added task of 
educating the medical profession in an 
understanding and an appreciation of 
library services. She spared none who 
thwarted her efforts to organize and 
build up a first class library. She was 
succeeded by Edna Poole who retired 
in 1951. 

In 1911, the University of Toronto 
took over the property at 9 Queen’s 
Park and transferred the lease to 13 
Queen’s Park. The library occupied the 
second floor of this building. In 1921 
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Osler Hall, with a seating capacity of 
200, was built, and space for a library 
reading room was provided above. The 
Academy remained in this location un- 
til 1945 when the Provincial Govern- 
ment of Ontario appropriated the prop- 
erty for the extension of departmental 
buildings. The Academy purchased its 
present location at 288 Bloor Street, 
West, and this location has proved a 
most desirable one. 

The library serves primarily practis- 
ing physicians and surgeons. Centrally 
located in the heart of the largest con- 
centration of medical practitioners and 
specialists in Toronto, the move has 
been attended by an increase in use and 
vitality. In 1951 a new Osler Hall with 
a seating capacity of 350 was erected. 
A large stack area with space for 15,000 
volumes and an additional reading 
room was made available. 


GROWTH STATISTICS: 


1907 1919-20 


IN ei accickssiachepetcostenenecs 4,600 9,885 
Circulation, Books and 

Ne cs ts alesbere - - seeeenae 657 
References, Searches................ cesses 100 


Telephone Calls 
(Library business only)...... 0 9 ........  seeeseee 


Since 1907 the library has grown 
steadily in the number of volumes, in 
use and in reference services. Though 
used primarily by the medical profes- 
sion in Toronto, the library maintains 
an active mailing and photocopying 
service for nonresident members and 
interlibrary loans. From 4,600 volumes 
in 1907, the collection now numbers 
nearly 40,000 accessioned books and 
bound periodicals and receives current- 
ly 600 periodical and serial titles. A 
statistical analysis of the growth of the 
library would make dull reading, but 
the chart above illustrates its develop- 
ment over 50 years. 

The Academy is rich in _ historical 
material and takes a keen interest in 
the cultural side of medicine. Sir Wil- 
liam Osler frequently spoke of the role 
the Academy should play in collecting 
and preserving instruments, letters and 
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documents depicting the history of 
medical practice in Ontario from the 
earliest days of the settlement of Up. 
per Canada down to times within mem- 
ory. The museum is worthy of mention 
for from a study of it one can acquire 
a good picture of the early days of 
medical practice. 

Bloodletting instruments and scarifiers 
recall the days of the barber-surgeons. 
Semmelweis’ original midwifery basin 
and the famous Lister spray are land- 
marks in the advances made towards 
the understanding and prevention of 
infection following surgical operations. 
Among the prized possessions are Sir 
William Osler’s desk and microscope 
with slides, a collection of drug jars, 
gallipots and English hand-blown med- 
icine bottles imported into Upper Can- 
ada in 1832. From Dr. T. G. H. Drake’s 
private collection of antiques of paedi- 


1907 —-MARCH 31, 1956 


1927-28 1937-38 1947-48 1953-54 1955-56 
19,050 27,175 33,144 36,746 38,492 


2,352 5,344 6,983 7,521 9,600 
a re 2,028 2,793 


Sister ' ens 3,260 3,736 4,345 


atric interest there are specimens of 
infant feeding apparatus dating from 
400 B.C. to 1840 A.D. and amulets dat- 
ing from Egyptian and Roman times. 
Numerous instruments comprising the 
armamentarium of the early physicians 
and surgeons of Ontario make up the 
bulk of the collection. A large selection 
of portraits, engravings and prints com- 
pletes the still increasing collections. 

Inspired again by Sir William Osler, 
who said “I should like to see in every 
library a select group of the immortals 
set aside for special study and adora- 
tion,” the Academy has a collection of 
the classics of medicine of which its 
members can be duly proud. As the li- 
brary is a working library, this histor- 
ical collection has grown mainly through 
bequests from members interested in 
the cultural and historical aspects of 
medicine. 
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From his own priceless collection, 
Sir William presented a first edition of 
Laennec, a first edition of Jenner and a 
Rhazes incunabulum. Other prized pos- 
sessions are the first English edition of 
the works of Ambrose Paré, 1634; the 
rare 1766 edition of Harvey’s Opera 
Omnia in Latin; and the Bindoni edi- 
tion of the first work on plastic surgery, 
De Curtorum Chirurgia per Insitionem, 
written by Gaspare Tagliacozzi in 1597. 
In all the collection contains over 500 
titles, not all first editions but including 
early editions of the works of the mas- 
ters of medicine and surgery—Hippo- 
crates, Galen, Avicenna, Vesalius, Para- 
celsus and Fracastorius to mention only 
a few. The Klotz History of Pathology 
Collection contains some 200 volumes 
from Hippocrates and Celsus to Adami 
and Aschoff. 

Over the years the Academy Library 
has had a number of loyal and de- 
voted friends among the medical pro- 


fession. They have given generously of 
their time and effort towards building 
up a first class medical library and 
towards putting the institution on a 
firm financial basis. In 1957 the Acad- 
emy admirably fulfills the objectives 
of its original founders—to provide a 
fine medical library and museum and 
to provide a meeting place where the 
medical profession can enjoy facilities 
for postgraduate instruction through 
the medium of clinical and scientific 
meetings and the presentation of clin- 
ical and scientific investigations. It was 
before the Academy of Medicine, in 
1922, that Sir Frederick Banting first 
reported the investigations carried on 
by himself and Dr. Charles Best on in- 
sulin. The original manuscript copy of 
his paper is ncw a valuable possession 
of the library. 

Science and culture are united in the 
Academy to give the medical profes- 
sion the best knowledge has to offer. 


Bibliotherapy and Psychiatry: 
Changing Concepts, 1937-1957 


MARY JANE RYAN, Chief Librarian 


Veterans Administration Hospital, Sepulveda, California 


WENTY YEARS ago this spring a 
paper was read before the Ameri- 
can Psychiatric Association in Pitts- 
burgh. The author was William Men- 
ninger, and the title was “Bibliother- 
apy.” The report covered concepts form- 
ulated after five years of bibliotherapy 
at the Menninger Clinic, Topeka, Kan- 
sas. Hospital librarians will be forever 
grateful for the interest and effort ex- 
pended by the Menningers in using 
reading as a treatment method. Many 
of them believe that research in biblio- 
therapy started with their -studies. 
Twenty years ago, according to Men- 
ninger, the physician was responsible 
for at least six functions in the biblio- 
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therapy program: for the contents of 
the library and the approval of books 
before purchase; for approving reading 
assignments to patients as submitted by 
the librarian; for prescribing the first 
reading assignment given to a patient; 
for weekly conferences with the librari- 
an regarding problems and results of 
reading; for communicating the his- 
torical data and the psychological status 
of each new patient, along with that pa- 
tient’s particular reading habits and in- 
terests, to the librarian for her aid and 
guidance; and for expressing a personal 
interest by frequent discussions with 
the patient regarding his therapeutic 
reading.' 
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This was “the established attitude 
that reading is a treatment method and 
as such, must be directed by the phy- 
sician.”” In 1937, the librarian was “the 
tool who carries out the mechanics and 
reports the observations.”* 

In 1937, and evidently none too 
soon, the first course in hospital librari- 
anship was inaugurated at the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota. At that time the 
American Board of Psychiatry and 
Neurology was but three years old; 
psychiatry as a specialty of medicine 
was a new idea and not wholeheartedly 
accepted by physicians in general. The 
physician—except in rare instances— 
cared for the physical, psychological, 
sociological and intellectual needs of 
his mental patients without benefit of 
such staff members as the psychologist, 
the social worker or the librarian. He 
was literally “all things to all men.” 

Twenty years later, according to a new 
concept in psychiatry, the psychiatrist 
is the captain of a treatment team. This 
team is composed of specialists with 
training in the behavioral sciences, 
group techniques and research methods. 
They bring to the psychiatric hospital 
sound, dynamic thinking and method- 
ology. Their training is biosocial rather 
than biological in approach. Therefore, 
they see a patient as a social being, a 
product of a culture and a member of 
society as well as a sick individual. 

Today, the treatment team, directed 
by the psychiatrist, has been delegated 
many functions formerly carried out 
directly by the physician. In _biblio- 
therapy, treatment team members have 
assumed responsibility for: 

1. Suggesting reading materials for pur- 
chase which they judge to be of thera- 
peutic value for patient reading 

2. Weekly conferences with the librari- 
an regarding group and individual read- 
ing programs 

3. Communicating historical, psycholo- 
logical and sociological data regarding 
patients to the librarian for guidance 
4. Designing, measuring and evaluating 
group bibliotherapy activities 
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5. Selecting, recommending and moti- 
vating patients for and toward individ. 
ual and group reading activities 

6. Prescribing reading assignments to 
individual patients 

7. Inspiring, encouraging and counsel- 
ing the librarian in her role as biblio- 
therapist 

8. For taking an active role in conduct- 
ing group bibliotherapy sessions with 
the librarian for select patients. 

The role of the psychiatrist in biblio- 
therapy is still a vital one. Hospital li- 
brarians’ best friends are doctors, not 
diamonds! Without the support and 
guidance of doctors, there would be no 
bibliotherapy. The physician or psychi- 
atrist assumes responsibility in the 
bibliotherapy program for: 

1. Approving the over-all therapeutic 
reading program, from its original plan 
to its final evaluation 

2. Suggesting specific books for both 
purchase and prescription for the ben- 
efit of his patients 

3. Weekly conferences attended by the 
librarian, with his treatment team, to 
give an opportunity for communication 
regarding reading activities 

4. Expressing a personal interest by 
frequent discussions with the patient 
regarding his reading activities 

5. Taking an active interest in reading 
activities by visiting the libraries, ob- 
serving group bibliotherapy activities 
and occasionally accompanying the li- 
brarian on bookcart visits to his wards 
6. Stimulating the librarian’s interest in 
professional growth by motivating her 
to read the pertinent literature in psy- 
chiatry and allied fields as well as to 
attend lectures and meetings which will 
enrich her knowledge. 

The hospital librarian has become 
responsible for the following functions 
in a bibliotherapy program today: 

1. For selecting books and other read- 
ing matter for the hospital library 

2. For directing patients in their recre- 
ational, informational and therapeutic 
reading according to the broad goals 
outlined by the treatment team 
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3. For formulating individual reading 
programs for those patients selected by 
the team for individual bibliotherapy 

4. For sharing the responsibilities’ in- 
yolved in group bibliotherapy with a 
psychologist, psychiatrist or other team 
member who acts as resource person 
during discussions 

5. For communicating the essence of 
the patients reading record, behavior, 


regression and progress to team mem- # 


bers for consultation and evaluation 
6. For manipulating the reading envir- 
onment both in the wards and in the 
libraries so that an optimum atmos- 
phere for reading results 
7. For motivating patients to read, and 
especially to talk about what they have 
read so that they may clarify their 
thinking and form concrete ideas. 
8. For socializing and integrating pa- 
tients by offering group situations where 
good results (reading, conversation or 
interaction) are most likely to develop. 
Bibliotherapy—the right book for the 
right patient at the right time—can do 
one of several things. It can give infor- 
mation, such as a book on mental hy- 
giene; it can give diversion, such as a 
mystery; it can give inspiration, such 
as a poem; it can give vicarious experi- 
ences, such as a book on travel; and 
it can offer a means of identification 
with a character in a novel or a biogra- 
phy. A patient may be able to release 
pent-up emotion as he reads, he may 
gain real insight through reading cer- 
tain passages or he may gain confidence 
by relating his new information to 
others. Conversation started from shar- 
ed reading may help him socialize and 
be a more interesting companion. 
Bibliotherapy is not yet a science; 
it is an art. Many intervening variables 
confront the bibliotherapist. For exam- 
ple, books differ in reading level, size 
of print, point of view, plot, size, weight, 
timeliness and literary merit. Patients 
differ in reading ability, intelligence and 
social, educational, religious, cultural 
and environmental background as well 
as age, sex, interests and needs. 
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Bibliotherapist Mary Jane Ryan in one of the 
patients’ libraries at Sepulveda VA _ hospital. 


To combine the two main ingredients 
skillfully—the book and the patient— 
takes coordinated team effort, special- 
ized training and experience, years of 
versatile reading, a sense of timing and 
good salesmanship. In actual practice, 
bibliotherapists pick out the significant 
variables and fit the book to the pa- 
tient, never the patient to the book. 

What are the results of bibliother- 
apy? Menninger, 20 years ago, found a 
positive correlation between the im- 
provement and recovery of a patient 
and his new or renewed interest in 
books. Bibliotherapists have observed 
nothing that would conflict with this 
observation today. Many Veterans Ad- 
ministration Hospital librarians are cur- 
rently working on research studies in 
bibliotherapy; the findings will begin to 
appear in the literature this year. Pol- 
icies and standards for bibliotherapy 
are being re-evaluated and reviewed by 
the Bibliotherapy Committee of the 
Hospital and Institution Library Divi- 
sion of the American Library Associa- 
tion for presentation at the 1957 meet- 
ing in Kansas City. 

Bibliotherapy—the use of books and 
other reading activities in the treat- 
ment of patients—is a stimulating, fasci- 
nating part of hospital librarianship. 

CITATIONS 
1. MENNINGER, WILLIAM. Bibliotherapy. Bul- 
letin of the Menninger Clinic, vol. 1, Novem- 
ber 1937, p. 267-8. 


2. Ibid., p. 267. 
3. Op. cit. 
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The Medical Library 
Of A Chemical Company 


AUGUSTA POLIAKOFF, Librarian-Translator-Abstracter 
Central Medical Department Library, American Cyanamid Company, New York 


HE LIBRARY of the Central Medical 

Department of American Cyana- 
mid Company in New York City was 
established to fill the need for frequent 
surveys of the literature in the fields 
of occupational medicine and _ toxicol- 
ogy. The Medical Director, Dr. D. O. 
Hamblin, and his staff had long felt 
that such a service would facilitate the 
work of the department and prevent 
much duplication of effort. In addition, 
there was need for collecting and or- 
ganizing the material that had been 
accumulating in the department over 
the years, in order to make it readily 
available to the staff. 

Early in 1952, a translator-abstracter 
with library experience was assigned 
the task of indexing the files and sur- 
veying the holdings which would form 
the nucleus of the medical library. These 
consisted of approximately 150 medical 
books and monographs, a large num- 
ber of unbound periodicals, numerous 
photostats and reprints, monographs 
and technical reports of Cyanamid and 
other companies. There were also 15 
vertical file drawers of correspondence, 
representing years of staff experience. 


Arrangement Of Holdings 


The library of the Central Medical 
Department now contains more than 
200 books and monographs, approxi- 
mately 1000 bound periodicals, techni- 
cal reports, bibliographies and eight 
vertical file drawers of photostats, re- 
prints and miscellaneous clippings. The 
correspondence files mentioned earlier 
are housed in the medical director’s of- 
fice, together with a card index to the 
material in them, 
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The library subscribes to 27 periodi- 
cals in the fields of clinical medicine, 
industrial hygiene, occupational medi- 
cine and toxicology. These include one 
British, one French and one German 
publication. 

Books and monographs are arranged 
alphabetically by author on the shelves. 
Library of Congress cards have been 
ordered for all books and monographs, 
and there is a subject and author index 
to all material in the library. Eventu- 
ally as the book collection grows, some 
sort of cataloging system will be insti- 
tuted, probably that of the National 
Medical Library. Periodicals are also 
arranged alphabetically by the first 
main word of the title. 

The library material is divided into 
seven sections as follows: 

1. Books and monographs 

2. Reference works: handbooks, direc- 
tories, dictionaries, etc. 

3. Periodicals 

4. Technical publications of Cyanamid 
and other companies 

5. Federal, state and city publications 
6. Published indexes to the literature 
of medicine 

7. Vertical files: reprints and photostats. 

This arbitrary arrangement is not 
permanent, but is workable for the time 
being. The doctors have no difficulty in 
finding material easily. 

Because space is at a premium, the 
reprint and photostat collection will be 
weeded periodically. All out-of-date 
medical material will be discarded. Toxi- 
cological material will be kept since this 
is constantly in demand. Periodicals 
which are to become part of the perma- 
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nent collection are regularly bound. 
Periodicals not in the field of industrial 
medicine and toxicology are kept for 
three years and discarded. In this way, 
the growth of the library is controlled 
to some extent. 


Cyanamid Medical Department 


To understand the functions of so 
“special” a special library, it is neces- 
sary to know something of the opera- 
tion of the medical department of a 
large chemical manufacturer such as 
Cyanamid. The associate medical di- 
rector of the company has described 


it well:! 
The functions of the Cyanamid Medical 
Department fall into three major categories: 


toxicology, industrial hygiene and clinical med-. 


ical services. Together they comprise the em- 
ployee health program. The toxicology section 
is responsible for investigating the toxicity 
and hazard of all compounds other than biolog- 
ical and therapeutic agents that the company 
offers for sale . . . The industrial hygiene sec- 
tion consists of men highly trained in various 
disciplines pertinent to this type of work, such 
as analytical chemistry, ventilation engineer- 
ing, chemical engineering, etc. A number of 
them have also had training in the biological 
sciences . . . The third major function is the 
clinical medical services. This section com- 
prises the physicians, nurses and technicians. 
Their functions may be grouped into seven 
subdivisions: 

1, Pre-employment physical examinations . . 
2. Periodic physical examinations . . . 

3. Health counseling .. . 

4. Immunizations. These are given when indi- 
cated by travel outside the United States, in 
epidemic situations or where the nature of the 
job indicates it, as in the manufacture of 
biological materials. 

5. Medical treatment. Occupational injuries 
and illnesses may be treated by our physicians 
or referred to privately practicing physicians. 
We do not treat nonoccupational illnesses 
and injuries except minor, short-lived com- 
plaints and, of course, emergencies. All other 
nonoccupational disorders are referred to the 
family physician. 

6. Diagnostic services... 

7. Psychiatry .. . 


library Policy 


From the preceding description it is 
evident that the medical library must 
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be geared to the needs of men working 
in all aspects of the employee health 
program. Therefore it has been library 
policy: 

1. To collect and retain books, mono- 
graphs and periodicals related to occu- 
pational medicine, toxicology and in- 
dustrial hygiene. More recently mate- 
rial on industrial nursing has been 
added to the library. 

2. To keep a representative group of 
the most recent books on clinical and 
laboratory medicine and the specialties 
required by the staff of the clinic. These 
texts are discarded as newer editions or 
later material on the subjects are ac- 
quired. 

3. To buy handbooks and basic texts 
in chemistry, biochemistry, physics, 
toxicology and the like. These are re- 
placed by new material periodically. 
4. To keep in the library published 
indexes to the medical and chemical 
literature. The library has acquired, 
mainly by subscription, the Quarterly 
Cumulative Index Medicus, from vol- 
ume one, 1927, to the latest issue, The 
Current List of Medical Literature and 
the “Basic Medical Sciences Section” 
of Biological Abstracts. Chemical Ab- 
stracts is available in a nearby depart- 
ment of the company in New York and 
is therefore not duplicated in the med- 
ical library. 

5. To obtain reprints or photostats of 
articles of interest when these are not 
in journals received in the library, or 
not readily obtainable from other com- 
pany libraries. 

6. To obtain all technical reports of 
interest. 

7. To compile bibliographies on sub- 
jects of interest, or to obtain these from 
other libraries when available. 

8. To index all current material on in- 
dustrial toxicology and occupational 
medicine by subjects, indicating on a 
card where this material may be ob- 
tained. Clinical medical material, ex- 
cept for an occasional review article, is 
not indexed unless specifically request- 
ed by the staff, since the Current List 
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of Medical Literature is a fairly up-to- 
date source for such material. This 
steadily growing file may eventually 
need to be transferred to some sort of 
punch card system or collected into 
bibliographies. However, right now, it 
seems to be functioning adequately. 
9. To keep up to date the index to the 
correspondence file in the director’s 
office. 

10. To translate or abstract articles of 
interest as required. 


Bibliographic Services 


The bibliographic services to the 
staff consist of: culling the current lit- 
erature for articles of interest; making 
searches for information on a specific 
compound or subject; and translating 
or abstracting from the foreign litera- 
ture (mainly from German and French). 
The literature is scanned daily as it is 
received in the library. Since the num- 
ber of periodicals on subscription is 
small, coverage is increased by scan- 
ning xeroxed copies of tables of con- 
tents of all periodicals received at the 
Lederle Laboratories Division Library 
in nearby Pearl River. Chemical and 
Biological Abstracts are also scanned 
for current material. 

When a literature search for infor- 
mation on a specific compound or sub- 
ject is requested, this begins in the li- 
brary with the card index which serves 
as a quick guide to the most recent ma- 
terial. If nothing has been recorded 
here, then a systematic search is made 
of Chemical Abstracts, Current List of 
Medical Literature, Quarterly Cumula- 
tive Index Medicus and sometimes Ex- 
cerpta Medica. In addition, reference 
departments of the larger Cyanamid 
libraries are called upon to see if they 
have collected information. Very often 
the subject catalog at the New York 
Academy of Medicine is also consulted. 
Interestingly enough, articles on toxi- 
cology of industrial compounds some- 
times appear in journals which seem 
only very remotely related to medicine 
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or toxicology. Often the toxicity of 
compound is mentioned in passing evep 
though representing animal experimen. 
tation or some human experience. 

When the literature has been covered 
for the range of years requested, a re. 
port is written, describing the findings 
and citing references to the literature 
and the period covered. A colored ip. 
dex card is placed in the file to indj- 
cate that a search has been made for 
information on a particular compound. 

Translations or abstracts are made 
for the staff in connection with litera. 
ture searches or whenever requested in 
other connections. 


Circulating Current Material 


Periodicals regularly received in the 
library are routed to individuals who 


have indicated that they wish to re 


view them. No time limit is placed on 
these, since it is relatively easy to 
obtain a periodical from any office if 
another reader wishes to see it. Items 
of interest in the xeroxed tables of 
contents from the Lederle Library are 
marked and sent to individuals who 
might be interested in seeing the orig- 
inal articles. If interest is indicated, the 
journal or a photostat is obtained from 
the Lederle Library. 

Items of possible interest from other 
sources are typed on a 3 x 5 “You may 
be interested”? cards and sent to in- 
terested doctors. If a card is returned, 
the journal or a photostat is procured. 

At first an attempt was made to 
publish an abstract bulletin of current 
items. This proved to be time-consum- 
ing and a duplication of effort, since so 
much of the material crossed the doc- 
tors’ desks anyway. Fortunately, with 
such careful readers, the librarian need 
not worry about a doctor missing any 
item from a journal or new book placed 
on his desk for inspection. Rather, they 
keep the librarian stepping to see that 
she does not miss any items. The use 
of tables of contents, the “You may be 
interested” cards and routing of jour- 
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nals has proved to be a time-saving and 
practical method in the Central Med- 
ical Library. 


Use Of Resources Outside The Library 


Since space is so limited and many 
journals are discarded after three years, 
the library relies on the company’s 
larger libraries for much of its material. 
The company libraries most frequently 
used are: Lederle Laboratories Divi- 
sion Library, Pearl River, N. Y.; Stam- 
ford Research Division Library, Stam- 
ford, Connecticut; Organic Chemicals 
Division Library, Bound Brook, N. J.; 
Phosphates and Nitrogen Division Li- 
brary, N. Y.; Technical Department 
Collection, New York. ; 

Intracompany cooperation is excel- 
lent, and the efficient intracompany 
communication system makes the serv- 
ice particularly fast. In addition, the 
Central Medical Department Library 
is very fortunate in being able to draw 
on the excellent resources of the large 
libraries in New York City, such as the 
New York Academy of Medicine and 
the New York Public Library where 


service and interlibrary cooperation are 
especially good. 

It is the aim of the staff of the Cen- 
tral Medical Department to build a 
useful collection of books, monographs 
and other material in the field of occu- 
pational medicine and toxicology. Rec- 
ords of literature searches and _ bibli- 
ographies are indexed and filed as they 
are compiled. Translations are also re- 
corded. In this way there is accumu- 
lating in the library an index to the 
toxicology of a large number of indus- 
trial chemical compounds and much 
information on industrial medicine. It 
is hoped that in the near future space 
will become available for a collection 
of material on that fascinating chapter 
in medical history: “Industrial Medi- 
cine, its History and Development.” 


CITATIONS 

1. Gotz, H. H.: Industrial Medicine as Prac- 
ticed in a Large Company Operation. Address 
delivered at University of Texas Post-Graduate 
School of Medicine, Houston, Texas, October 
19, 1954. 

2. ENLow, H.: Informing our Patrons about 
New Literature, Reminder (Biological Sci- 
ences Division publication) 13:14-16, Decem- 
ber 1954. 


The Role of the Nursing Library 
In The Education of Nurses 


MRS. HELEN W. MUNSON, Librarian 


Barney Library, Hartford Hospital, Hartford, Connecticut 


F THE 1139 schools of nursing ap- 

proved in 1955 by the state boards 
of nurse examiners in the United States, 
959 were hospital schools with pro- 
grams leading to the diploma in nurs- 
ing; 180 were university schools with 
programs leading to the baccalaureate 
degree and the diploma in nursing. Over 
900 of the total schools were also ap- 
proved for full or temporary accredita- 
tion by the National League for Nurs- 
ing (8). (National approval is volun- 


MAY-JUNE 1957 


tary; state approval is mandatory.) 

A nationwide study made in 1949 (18) 
reported that the “good” school of nurs- 
ing had a library of 1,000 or more titles, 
added 100 or more books each year and 
had access to the additional facilities of 
a college, university or medical school 
library. The range in number of titles 
in these libraries was from less than 
100 to many thousands. 

The university school of nursing may 
be served entirely by the university li- 
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brary, possibly through a decentralized 
unit; it may maintain a small special- 
ized collection apart from the university 
library to be used in addition to the 
latter; or it may have its own separate 
library under the control of the school 
rather than the university library. 

Since there are more hospital schools 
cf nursing than university schools, and 
since the greater number of nurses will 
be prepared in hospital schools for some 
time to come, this discussion is focused 
on the library in the hospital school of 
nursing. “Nursing library,” rather than 
“school of nursing library,” seems the 
more appropriate term since this library 
serves the graduate nurse staff of the 
hospital as well as student nurses and 
faculty. As schools for practical nurses 
in hospitals increase in number, the 
nursing library increasingly serves stu- 
dent practical nurses also. 

In some institutions, the nursing li- 
brary is combined with the medical li- 
brary or with the medical library and 
the patients’ library. In others, the li- 
braries are separate. The separate nurs- 
ing library may be located in the nurses’ 
residence or in an educational building 
where there are classrooms and labora- 
tories for students. 

Both separate and combined libra- 
ries have advantages and disadvantages. 
The traditions of the institution and 
the size of the school, of faculty and 
nursing service staff and of the medical 
staff, will all enter into any considera- 
tion of whether the libraries should be 
combined or separate. Both plans are in 
effect; both have worked satisfactorily. 

The greater number of persons serv- 
ed by the nursing library are student 
nurses. They are young adults in their 
late teens, most of them recently out of 
high school, often from the upper third 
of their class; others have had one or 
more years of college. The curriculum 
includes such subjects as anatomy and 
physiology, microbiology, chemistry, nu- 
trition and diet therapy, pharmacology, 
psychology, sociology, the history of 
nursing, general medical and surgical 
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nursing and nursing in such specialties 
as the operating room, obstetrics, the 
care of children, psychiatry and others 
Experience in the nursing care of pa. 
tients in the hospital is correlated with 
clinical subjects taught in the classroom, 

The faculty of the school may con. 
sist of professional nurse instructors ip 
the clinical nursing subjects and nop. 
nurse instructors in the sciences, sociol- 
ogy and psychology or it may be com- 
posed entirely of professional nurses 
who have also specialized in teaching. 
Medical lectures are usually given by 
members of the medical staff. The nurs- 
ing service staff consists of graduate 
nurse administrative and _ supervisory 
personnel, who have often had special 
study in administration and supervision, 
head nurses and graduate general staff. 


Library Services And Cooperation 


If the library is to serve the school 
and nursing service effectively, the li- 
brarian must find ways of working 
closely with faculty and nursing service 
personnel. If she is a member of the 
faculty, taking part in faculty commit- 
tee and other meetings will help her to 
keep in touch with curriculum develop- 
ments and other school activities. If she 
is not a faculty member, she may be 
privileged to attend some of these meet- 
ings when it is recognized that the libra- 
ry can give better service if she does. 

The curriculum plan should be on 
file in the library and the librarian 
should know when courses are sched- 
uled to begin and end so that neces- 
sary library materials may be assem- 
bled in time. Some instructors routinely 
send class schedules and reading lists 
to the library well before courses be- 
gin. If this is not the practice, it is es- 
sential that the librarian confer with 
instructors, before their courses start, 
about the library materials students 
will need. 

Individual members of faculty and 
nursing service staff can help the libra- 
rian in book selection by reviewing, be- 
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fore purchase, and advising on new 
books and new editions. A useful serv- 
ice of the librarian is to send book 
notices or summaries of reviews to per- 
sons interested. This type of close co- 
operation is essential to ensure the 
greatest use of books and to keep the 
librarian informed, in advance, of ma- 
terials needed for courses, staff educa- 
tion programs, workshops and other ac- 
tivities. These same persons can give 
valuable advice on weeding the book 
collection. 

The librarian should make a special 
effort to orient each new instructor to 
the resources of the library, its arrange- 
ment, special indexes and files, loan 
policies, reserved book policies, book 
selection procedure and the like. Thus 


a newcomer will know, soon after she’ 


arrives, what services the library can 
give her and what it may expect of her. 

Special services which the librarian 
can provide faculty and administrative 
personnel include sending, on request, 
collections of books to their offices 
where they are easily accessible to 
those who need them frequently; com- 
piling bibliographies or assembling ma- 
terial on special subjects; circulating 
reviews or notices of new books or films 
of special interest; handling personal 
book orders; sending lists of acquisi- 
tions to everyone once or twice a year; 
arranging, if possible, for delivery serv- 
ice if their offices are at a distance from 
the library; arranging interlibrary loans; 
and giving editorial or bibliographic 
help when asked to do so by those 
writing papers. The situation itself will 
suggest other services. 

The library should mean more to 
students than the place where they go 
to find assigned reading matter. An im- 
portant function of the librarian is to 
teach them how to use the library and 
to try to help them find the satisfaction 
that comes from searching out informa- 
tion for themselves and the. enduring 
pleasure that books and reading can 
give. Some provision should be made 
for recreational reading. Even though 
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excellent public library facilities may 
be near by, the hours of nurses are such 
that they appreciate being able to bor- 
row recreational reading material from 
the nursing library. Sometimes the pub- 
lic library may be willing to send a de- 
posit of books to be changed at intervals. 

The services of a nursing library are 
by no means confined to providing re- 
served books and answering routine 
questions involved in finding books. The 
librarian must also give reference as- 
sistance on a wide variety of subjects. 
She must, for example, be prepared to 
answer questions ranging from “What is 
prolan?” to “Can the fetus of a diabetic 
mother have insulin shock?” and to 
furnish material on such diverse topics 
as superstitions about pregnancy, local 
agencies serving orthopedic patients or 
legal problems in nursing. 


Standards And Specifications 


Standards for nursing school libraries 
have been drawn up by the Joint Com- 
mittee on Standards for Hospital Li- 
braries of the American Library Associa- 
tion, Special Libraries Association and 
Medical Library Association (11) and 
are endorsed by the National League 
for Nursing. They cover the qualifica- 
tions and status of the professional li- 
brarian and clerical staff, the collection, 
the budget, the library committee and 
specifications for reading rooms, work- 
rooms and equipment. The Library 
Handbook for Schools of Nursing (16) 
and Guide for the Development of Li- 
braries in Schools of Nursing (10), also 
discuss standards and specifications. Be- 
cause all these have the approval of 
professional organizations including the 
National League for Nursing, they can 
strengthen the hands of the librarian 
and the library committee as they work 
to improve library service. 

The Joint Committee on Standards 
for Hospital Libraries specifies that 
“the school of nursing librarian should 
have a library science degree. Medical or 
school librarianship courses and back- 
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ground in biological or social sciences 
are desirable.” Library Handbook for 
Schools of Nursing and the Guide, list 
similar qualifications recommended by 
the National League for Nursing. If the 
professional librarian in the nursing li- 
brary does not have the recommended 
subject background, her effectiveness 
will be increased if she orients herself 
as soon as possible through reading, at- 
tending selected nursing, medical and 
other lectures and classes ahd taking 
part in the committee and other ac- 
tivities of the school. 

A library committee of faculty mem- 
bers and nursing service personnel 
representing the clinical and _ service 
areas, with student representation and 
the librarian, can give much support 
and counsel to the librarian. This group 
is concerned with formulating policies 
that guide the librarian in her work and 
are in keeping with the general policies 
of the institution. If, for instance, a 
question arises as to how much service 
the library should give to outsiders, a 
policy formulated by the library com- 
mittee is more apt to be in line with 
hospital and school policy than a rule 
formulated by the librarian alone. The 
Library Handbook outlines the func- 
tions of the committee in more detail. 


Special Aids To The Nursing Librarian 


The Library Handbook for Schools 
of Nursing discusses library organiza- 
tion and administration as applied to 
the special needs of nursing libraries 
and includes a list of general reference 
works, a very inclusive list of suggested 
periodicals and a list of agencies and 
organizations that are sources of pam- 
phlet materials. 

The Handbook is most valuable for 
its classification schedule and subject 
heading list. These were developed for 
the library at the Bellevue Schools of 
Nursing, New York City; adopted by 
the National League of Nursing Edu- 
cation (now the National League for 
Nursing) for the Library Handbook; 
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and revised for its second edition jp 
1953. 

The classification outline is geared 
to the subject matter of nursing, is g 
decimal system capable of being ex. 
panded as necessary and provides for 
fairly close classification without too 
long numbers. It has some mnemonic 
features and its use is facilitated by an 
index. The nursing library which js 
part of a university or medical library 
will, of course, be classified according 
to the classification schedules used by 
either of these. Both general and med- 
ical classification schedules need con- 
siderable expansion at various points 
to make the resources of the nursing 
collection accessible. 

The subject heading list contained in 
the Library Handbook provides a basis 


on which to build a library’s own sub. , 


ject heading authority list. Indexes to 
professional nursing journals and to 
the Journal of the American Medical As- 
sociation and the Subject Heading Au- 
thority List of the Current List Division, 
Armed Forces Medical Library (now 
the National Medical Library) (17), 
are sources of terms for new headings. 

The comprehensive Bibliographies on 
Nursing (15) cover books, periodical 
articles, pamphlets and films and other 
visual aids. They are arranged accord- 
ing to the subjects in the curriculum 
and the various aspects of nursing edu- 
cation and nursing service administra- 
tion and supervision. The Bibliographies 
are under constant revision. 

The Guide for the Development of Li- 
braries in Schools of Nursing (10) was 


planned as a checklist for evaluating | 


nursing library services and developing 
them further. It considers the collec- 
tion, technical library services, staff, 
library committee, equipment and ma- 
terials for proper maintenance and 
budget. 


The Medical Library Association’s | 


Handbook of Medical Library Practice 
(7) focuses on medical libraries, but its 
discussions of library organization and 
administration are helpful to any spe- 
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cial librarian. It also illustrates and dis- 
cusses the general and medical classi- 
fication systems (including that for a 
sursing library described above) and 
contains a notable bibliography, parts 
of which are applicable to a nursing 
library collection. 

The American Medical Association 
and the American College of Surgeons 
each publish lists of standard medical 
books and periodicals suggested for hos- 
pital libraries (1,3). Reviews published 
jn nursing, medical and other profes- 
sional journals are other sources of in- 
formation about books and pamphlets. 
Suggestions individuals in the school 
and hospital can offer are also helpful. 

In addition to the films included in 


the Bibliographies on Nursing, other 


sources of film information are the lists 
of state health departments (which 
often lend films without charge) and of 
state university audio-visual centers; 
the ANA-NLN Film Service (9); Med- 
ical Motion Pictures Approved by the 
American College of Surgeons (14); 
and the American Medical Association 
list of films available from its film li- 
brary (13). The American Journal of 
Nursing, Nursing Outlook and the Jour- 
nal of the American Medical Associa- 
tion publish reviews of films, and the 
American Medical Association cumu- 
lates those published in its Journal in 
pamphlet form from time to time (2). 
The AMA also publishes a list of sources 
of medical motion pictures (4) and 
one of sources of motion pictures on 
health (5). 


Student nurses attending the 
School of Nursing at the Hart- 
ford Hospital prepare class 
assignments and do reference 
work in the Barney Library 
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A picture collection is useful for pa- 
tient studies, for bulletin boards and 
for use in a projector in classes. Publi- 
cations of the drug firms yield superb 
colored pictures which can be the basis 
of a picture file. 


Making Library Resources Accessible 


The catalog—In searching for informa- 
tion, young students seem to think in 
specific rather than in general terms and 
if they are to do independent search- 
ing, it helps if the catalog contains 
many specific headings. After the eighth 
or ninth student, within a week, has 
asked for information on myocardial 
infarction, hitherto buried in the cat- 
alog under the general heading “Heart 
—Diseases,” the librarian may realize 
that it would save time if the materials 
on myocardial infarction were brought 
out in the catalog under a more spe- 
cific term. 

This leads to the useful subject an- 
alytic entry. The librarian soon learns 
what subjects are called for frequently 
or to anticipate those that will be called 
for and can exploit the resources of 
the library greatly by cataloging, under 
specific subject headings, a chapter, a 
few pages, tabulated information, an 
illustration or other information con- 
tained in books of a more general na- 
ture which might be overlooked. 

Another device is a form card call- 
ing attention to specific material found 
in general works which students may 
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TYPHOID FEVER 
Chapters or sections on this subject 
may also often be found in the books 
listed in this catalog under the head- 
ings: 
COMMUNICABLE DISEASES; MEDICINE 





It may be helpful to include cross 

references from some terms of “hos- 
pitalese” used locally to the accepted 
terms, for instance, from “CVA” (cere- 
bralvascular accident) to “Brain— 
Hemorrhage.” 
Pamphlet and picture files—Assigning 
subject headings to pamphlets and fil- 
ing them in folders similarly marked, 
alphabetically by subject, in vertical 
files to which patrons can go directly 
to search for material, works well in a 
nursing library (12). For the most part, 
pamphlets need not be cataloged. A 
very few of the more elusive or those 
of permanent value may be represented 
in the catalog by colored cards. Some 
librarians prefer to classify pamphlets 
and shelve them in boxes with books in 
the same class. 

Pictures can be mounted with rubber 
cement on heavy kraft paper, assigned 
subject headings and filed in folders 
similarly marked, separately in a ver- 
tical file or interfiled with pamphlets. 
Periodical indexes—Current periodical 
literature is especially important in 
nursing as it is in medicine or any field 
in which new developments are taking 
place constantly. Much information is 
lost to immediate use, however, unless 
indexes are available soon after a mag- 
azine appears. The Current List of 
Medical Literature and the Index of 
Current Hospital Literature are useful 
in a nursing library as are the Educa- 
tion Index and some others. They may 
also be frustrating since they index 
many more periodicals than the nurs- 
ing library is apt to have or to need. 

The library of the Bellevue Schools 
of Nursing publishes Brief Notes, a 
semi-monthly index to the periodicals 
it receives which is available on sub- 
scription (6). The “reference cards” pub- 
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lished monthly by the American Joy. 
nal of Nursing Company constitute cy. 
rent indexes to the American Journal of 
Nursing, Nursing Outlook and Nurs. 
ing Research. 

Since, apart from these, there is not 
at present a current periodical index 
designed especially for nursing libra. 
ries, a number of librarians compile in. 
dexes to the periodicals received in 
their libraries, usually subject indexes 
only. This results in considerable dupli- 
cation of effort, but the librarians who 
make them feel that they could not 
keep house without them. A selection 
of briefly annotated entries from such 
a current periodical index, can be used 
to make up a monthly or semi-monthly 
bulletin, comparable to Brief Notes, 
which can be sent to faculty and nurs- 
ing service personnel who request it. 
This keeps them abreast of what is 
being currently published, helps instruc- 
tors to develop bibliographies for their 
courses and extends the use of the peri- 
odical collection considerably. 

The librarians who work in nursing 
libraries soon realize what a broad field 
nursing is and how much responsibility 
the library. has in the education of 
nurses. They can be of much help to 
the schools as they work toward the 
high standards set for nursing libraries 
by the professional library organiza- 
tions and the National League for 
Nursing. 

The qualified librarian who is search- 
ing for an interesting, growing field in 
which she may work with young stu- 
dents and their teachers and_ super- 
visors—all of whom are engaged in 
service that touches people closely from 
birth to death—can find it here. 


REFERENCES 

1. AMERICAN COLLEGE OF SURGEONS, Departt- 
ment of Literary Research. The Hospital 
Medical Library. Bulletin, American College 
of Surgeons, July-August 1955. (Available 
also in reprint form.) 

2. AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, Bureau 
of Exhibits. Reviews of Medical Motion Pic- 
tures, supplementary ed. 7. Chicago: The As- 
sociation, 1955. 


SPECIAL LIBRARIES 








3.— 
Hospi 
tions, 
ciatior 
4. - 
Source 
The . 
5.— 
on Hi 
6. Bi 
Mem« 
ing. ‘ 
7. Do 
editor 
book 

Chica 
8. Fac 
1955- 
sociat 
9. Fil 
ANA- 
10. G 
in Sc 
Leagu 
| 
Hosp! 
jectiv 
Libra: 
sion, 

12. L 
ganizé 
eral | 
of N 
Leagu 
from 

Journ 
13. L 
tion ] 
ical / 
14. I 
the A 
letin, 
ber-O 
print. 
15, 3 
TION, 
Nursi 
and s 
for N 
16. - 
Libra 
Schoc 
tional 
a3. U 
Curre 
thorit 
Printi 
18. W 
Nursi 
York: 
ment 


MA\ 


“ur- 
| of 
It. 


not 
dex 


ital 
oge 
ble 


au 


iC- 


As- 


ES 














. Council on Medical Education and 





3: 
Hospitals. Hospital Medical Library Sugges- 


tions, rev. to June 1954. Chicago: The Asso- 
ciation, 1954. 





4. Council on Scientific Assembly. 
Sources of Medical Motion Pictures. Chicago: 
The Association, 1956. 

5. ; . Sources of Motion Pictures 
on Health. Chicago: The Association, 1956. 
6. Brief Notes. New York: Carrie J. Brink 
Memorial Library, Bellevue Schools of Nurs- 
ing. Semimonthly. 

7, DOE, JANET, and MARSHALL, MArRy LOUISE, 
editors. Medical Library Association Hand- 
book of Medical Library Practice, 2d ed. 
Chicago: American Library Association, 1956. 
8. Facts about Nursing: a Statistical Summary, 
1955-1956. New York: American Nurses As- 
sociation, 1956. p. 90-1. 

9. Films for Nursing and Health. New York: 
ANA-NLN Film Service, 1956. 

10. Guide for the Development of Libraries 








in Schools of Nursing. New York: National © 


League for Nursing, 1952. 

11. JOINT COMMITTEE ON STANDARDS FOR 
HOSPITAL LIBRARIES. Hospital Libraries: Ob- 
jectives and Standards. Chicago: American 
Library Association, Hospital Libraries Divi- 
sion, 1953, p. 16-19. 

12. LEONARD, RUTH SHAW. Selection and Or- 
ganization of Pamphlets and Other Ephem- 
eral Materials. Library Handbook for Schools 
of Nursing, 2d ed. New York: National 
League for Nursing, 1953, p. 18-24. (Adapted 
from her article of a similar title, American 
Journal of Nursing, October 1948, p. 660-3.) 
13. List of Films Available through the Mo- 
tion Picture Library. Chicago: American Med- 
ical Association, 1956. 


14. Medical Motion Pictures Approved by 
the American College of Surgeons 1956. Bul- 
letin, American College of Surgeons, Septem- 
ber-October 1956. (Available also as a re- 
print. ) 

15. NATIONAL LEAGUE OF NURSING EDUCA- 
TION, Department of Services to Schools of 
Nursing. Bibliographies on Nursing, 10 vols. 
and supplements. New York: National League 
for Nursing, 1952- 


16. , Committee on Revision of the 
Library Handbook. Library Handbook for 
Schools of Nursing, 2d ed. New York: Na- 
tional League for Nursing, 1953. 


17. U. S. ARMED FORCES MEDICAL LIBRARY, 
Current List Division. Subject Heading Au- 
thority List. Washington, D.C.: Government 
Printing Office, 1954. ‘ 





18. WEST, MARGARET, and HAWKINS, CHRISTY. . 


Nursing Schools at the Mid-Century. New 
York: National Committee for the Improve- 
ment of Nursing Services, 1950, p. 4, 32. 


MAY-JUNE 1957 


Hospital Library Pamphlet 


Realizing that the inadequacy of hos- 
pital library facilities is a problem com- 
mon to most hospitals throughout the 
United States, the United Hospital 
Fund of New York formed a study 
group three years ago to investigate the 
situation. The Committee on Hospital 
Library Architecture has recently pub- 
lished the results of its findings in an 
attractive 12 page booklet entitled 
Planning The Hospital Library. The 
report includes a diagrammatic layout 
for an integrated library in a 400-600 
bed general hospital, detailed recom- 
mendations on the function and organi- 
zation of patients’, medical, nursing 
school and integrated libraries and a 
statement of basic principles of plan- 
ning hospital libraries. Copies may be 
obtained from Diva Agostinelli, Librari- 
an, United Hospital Fund of New York, 
3 East 54 St, New York 22, N. Y. 





SLA NOMINATING COMMITTEE 


The appointment by Alberta L. Brown, 
First Vice-President and President-Elect, of 
the following members of the Nominating 
Committee to prepare the slate for the 1958 
election, was approved by the Executive 
Board: 

AGNES O. HANSON 
Cleveland Chapter 
PAULINE M. HUTCHISON 
Toronto Chapter 


MRS. ELIZABETH W. OWENS 
Greater St. Louis Chapter 
BILL M. WOODS 
Illinois Chapter 
EUGENE B. JACKSON, Chairman 
Michigan Chapter 


Prospective names, with reasons for their 
selection, should be mailed as soon as 
possible to the Chairman, Eugene B. Jackson, 
General Motors Corp., Research Labs. Divi- 
sion, P.O. Box 188 North End_ Station, 
Detroit 2, Michigan. In accordance with 
By-Law IX of the SLA Constitution, the 
Nominating Committee must present the 
1958 slate to the Executive Board by No- 
vember 15, 1957. 

Two candidates are nominated for each 
office. These include: President-Elect (First 
Vice-President), Second Vice-President, Sec- 
retary and Treasurer for two year terms 
each and two Directors for three year 
terms each. 
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Publications and Services 


Useful to the Medical Librarian 


ECAUSE of frequent requests received at the National Library of Medicine 

for information on organizing small medical libraries, this list of references 

was compiled to provide a guide, in condensed form, to sources of information 
about organization, book selection, cataloging, reference and bibliographic work in 
medical libraries. It is intended primarily for librarians who have had no special 
training in medical librarianship and find themselves in charge of a medical library, 
Selections from Pendrill’s Medical Library Literature, 1950-1952 and 1954, were 
used as a basis for this list, supplemented by articles and books that have come 
to tle attention of librarians at the National Library of Medicine in the course of 


their daily work. 


ELIZABETH G. MOSELEy, Compiler, Reference Division 
National Library of Medicine, Washington, D.C. 


GENERAL 


Bulletin of the Medical Library Association. 
Published by the Association. Correspondence 
regarding subscriptions should be addressed to 
Mr. Earl C. Graham, Business Manager, Na- 
tional Society for Crippled Children and 
Adults, 11 S. LaSalle Street, Chicago 3, IIl. 
Quarterly. $7.00 per year. 
Articles on the literature of medicine, den- 
tistry, pharmacy, nursing and allied scien- 
tific fields, biography, history and on various 
phases of medical library work; includes 
book reviews and biennial directory of 
members. 


COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY, School of Library 
Service. Guide to the literature of the medical 
sciences; for use in connection with Library 
Service 220 B. Prepared by Thomas P. Flem- 
ing, preliminary ed. 1953. 131 p. The School, 
516 Butler Library, South Hall, 114 Street, 
New York 27, N. Y. $4.00. 

Lists of texts, periodicals, reviews and ab- 

stracts in the preclinical and clinical sciences. 


JENKINS, FRANCES BRIGGS. Science reference 
sources; a selected list of titles for use in Li- 
brary Science 412 at the University of Illi- 
nois Library School. 1954. 90 p. Illini Union 
Bookstore, 715 South Wright Street, Cham- 
paign, Ill. $1.00. 

A listing of reference tools useful in the 

sciences; includes sections on _ biological 

sciences, psychology and medical sciences. 


MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. Handbook of 
medical library practice, with a bibliography 
of the reference works and histories in medi- 
cine and allied sciences, 2d ed., rev. and enl. 
Janet Doe and Mary Louise Marshall, editors. 
1956. 601 p. American Library Association, 50 
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East Huron Street, Chicago 11, Ill. $10.00. 
A guide to the collection, organization, use 
and care of medical literature and to the 
chief reference works and histories in medi- 
cine and allied fields; includes annotated 
bibliography of 1965 entries; indicates titles 
especially useful for small librs: ies. 


PENDRILL, G. R. Medical library literature, 
1950-1952. Libri, vol. 3, 1954, p. 423-51; Med- 
ical library literature, 1954. Bulletin of the 
Medical Library Association, vol. 44, no. 2, 
April 1956, p. 160-74. 
Articles on medical librarianship. 1953 lit- 
erature to be published later. 


TENNESSEE, UNIVERSITY OF, College of Medi- 

cine. Library. Library orientation and instruc- 

tion syllabus, rev. ed. Memphis, Library, Uni- 

versity of Tennessee, 1952. 110 p. 
Information on integral tools found in any 
type of library, e.g., the card catalog, in- 
dexes and reference texts; stresses applica- 
tion of these tools to the highly specialized 
fields of the pre-clinical and clinical sci- 
ences. Much space given to reference 
sources, especially indexes, abstract jour- 
nals, review journals and reference books, 
with very brief descriptive notes for most 
entries. 


EDUCATION FOR MEDICAL 
LIBRARIANSHIP 


MARSHALL, M. L. Education for special libra- 


rianship: Medical librarianship. Library Quar- 
terly, vol. 24, no. 1, Jan. 1954, p. 13-15. 


PosTELL, W. D. The medical librarian. Jn: 
Medical Library Association, Handbook of 
medical library practice, Chicago: American 
Library Association, 1956, p. 30-41. 
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Symposium on education and training for 
medical librarianship: Education for medical 
librarians in the United States by Estelle 
Brodman; Report on the two courses for med- 
ical librarianship sponsored by the Medical 
Library Association by Mildred Jordan; The 
Future in medical library education in the 
United States by Wilma Troxel; Training 
oneself for medical librarianship by H. M. 
Brandeth; Education and training for medical 
librarianship in Great Britain by W. J. 
Bishop; Medical library education and region- 
al seminars in Latin America by J. C. Secondi. 
Libri, vol. 3, 1954, p. 205-53. 


ADMINISTRATION AND ORGANIZATION 


ARMED FORCES MEDICAL LIBRARY. Organizing 
small medical libraries in military installa- 
tions, rev. Aug. 1951. Washington, D.C., 1951. 
16 p. 
Practical suggestions for organizing library 
materials, selection, withdrawal, circulation 


records, processing, brief cataloging, serial | 


records, filing, inventory. Out of print; a 
new edition is contemplated. 


BRODMAN, ESTELLE. Medical librarianship. 
Public Health Reports, vol. 70, no. 5, May 
1955, p. 473-8. 


CrowE, M. R. Public relations. In: Medical 
Library Association, Handbook of medical li- 
brary practice, Chicago: American Library 
Association, 1956, p. 239-63. 


DARRACH, M. J. Orientation in the medical 
library; training the new librarian assigned to 
medical library. Bulletin of the Medical Li- 
brary Association, vol. 38, no. 3, July 1950, 
p. 234-7. 


FOREGGER, RICHARD. What the physician ex- 
pects of the librarian. Bulletin of the Medical 
Library Association, vol. 40, no. 3, July 1952, 
p. 283-7. 


GOODALL, A. L. The place of the librarian in the 
medical team. Bulletin of the Medical Library 
Association, vol. 42, no. 1, Jan. 1954, p. 19-22. 


Jones, M. I. Classification. In: Medical Li- 
brary Association, Handbook of medical li- 
brary practice, Chicago: American Library As- 
sociation, 1956, p. 89-153. 


JORDAN, MILDRED. Administration. In: Med- 
ical Library Association, Handbook of medical 
library practice, Chicago: American Library 
Association, 1956, p. 42-66. 

Includes organizing, budgeting, planning. 
MECKEL, C. L. Bigger or better collections? 
Bulletin of the Medical Library Association, 
vol. 41, no. 4, Oct. 1953, p. 365-8. 

SExToN, A. M. Methods used in the library, 
publications, and museum department. In: 
Wadsworth, A. B., Standard methods of the 
Division of Laboratories and Research of the 
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New York State Department of Health, 3d 
ed., Baltimore: Williams & Wilkins, 1947, p. 
849-61. 

Symposium—weeding the medical library: 
Medical school libraries by Elizabeth Carr; 
Medical school libraries by M. A. Murphy; 
The special hospital library by J. W. Felter: 
An association library by J. M. Reilley; Pam- 
plet weeding by M. L. Marshall. Bulletin of 
the Medical Library Association, vol. 40, no. 2, 
April 1952, p. 162-9. 

TROXEL, WILMA. Cataloging. In: Medical Li- 
brary Association, Handbook of medical libra- 
ry practice, Chicago: American Library Asso- 
ciation, 1956, p. 154-88. 

WapA, MASAO. High cost of medical periodic- 
als. Libri, vol. 3, 1954, p. 322-5. 


REFERENCE WORK AND 
BIBLIOGRAPHICAL METHODS 


BRODMAN, ESTELLE. The development of med- 
ical bibliography. 1954. 226 p. Medical Li- 
brary Association, 1211 Cathedral Street, Bal- 
timore 1, Md. $5.00. 
Historical development and present trends; 
list of medical bibliographies by centuries. 
CLARK, G. M. Some secondary tools in refer- 
ence work. Bulletin of the Medical Library As- 
sociation, vol. 41, no. 4, Oct. 1953, p. 396-8. 
CUNNINGHAM, E. R. and GRINNELL, M. E. 
Reference and bibliographic service. In: Med- 
ical Library Association, Handbook of medical 
library practice, Chicago: American Library 
Association, 1956, p. 264-93. 
GALLAGHER, W. M. The preparation of med- 
ical bibliographies. Bulletin of the Medical 
Library Association, vol. 42, no. 1, Jan. 1954, 
p.23-9. 
Morton, L. T. How to use a medical library: 
a guide for practitioners, research workers, 
and students, 2d ed. 1952. 44 p. Wm. Heine- 
mann, Ltd., 90 Great Russell Street, London 
W.C. 1. 5/-. 
Although based on British medical library 
practice, contains information applicable to 
the average medical library; includes a 
chapter on compilation of medical bibli- 
ographies. 


BOOK LISTS 


AMERICAN COLLEGE OF SURGEONS, Depart- 
ment of Literary Research. The Hospital med- 
ical library. 1955. 48 p. Available from the 
Library, American College of Surgeons, 40 
East Erie Street, Chicago 11, Ill. Reprinted 
from Bulletin of the American College of 
Surgeons, vol. 40, no. 4, July-Aug. 1955, p. 
225-67. 
Organization and management; list of mono- 
graphs, by subject and by author, list of 
periodicals, by subject and by title. In- 
cludes publisher and price. 
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AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, Council on 
Medical Education and Hospitals. Hospital 
medical library suggestions, rev. to June 
1954, 18 p. The Association, 535 North Dear- 
born Street, Chicago 10, Ill. Available upon 
request. Originally published in the Journal 
ot the American Medical Association, vol. 128, 
no. 3, May 19, 1945, p. 228-32. 

General requirements for organization and 

maintenance; classified list of periodicals 

and books. Includes publisher and price. 


CRAMER, DOROTHY M. Suggestions for a pub- 
lic health library in the tropics. December 
1956. 30 p. Issued by the National Institutes 
of Health, U. S. Public Health Service, De- 
partment of Health, Education, and Welfare, 
Bethesda 14, Md. Available upon request; 
supply limited. 
List of monographs, arranged by subject, 
giving publisher, date and price; reference 
tools; list of serials, giving publisher, ad- 
dress, frequency and price. 


KENTON, CHARLOTTE. Reference tools for hos- 
pital medical libraries. Bulletin of the Med- 
ical Library Association, vol. 40, no. 4, Oct. 
1952, p. 369-80. Supplemented by Tools for 
medical libraries, 1952-1954; a selected list 
of reference books in medicine and allied 
fields. Ibid., vol. 43, no. 3, July 1955, p. 381- 
93. Reprints available from the author, Refer- 
ence Section, National Institutes of Health 
Library, Clinical Center, Rockville Pike, Beth- 
esda 14, Md. 

A classified list; includes publisher; no price 

given. 
LoweE, D. J. A selected list of books for the 
pharmaceutical industry. Special Libraries, 
vol. 45, no. 2, Feb. 1954, p. 87-92. 
McCANN, ANNE. Pharmaceutical codices and 
related useful reference tools. Bulletin of the 
Medical Library Association, vol. 43, no. 1, 
Jan. 1955, p. 40-51. 
Medical books in print; a complete index of 
all publishers’ titles, 1956-1957. 1956. 108 p. 
Available from George Eliot, Medical and 
Scientific Books, 1302 Second Avenue, New 
York 21, N. Y. Copies sent on request. 

Subject arrangement; includes publisher and 

price. Issued in spring and fall. 
MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, Committee 
on Standards of Criteria for Pharmacy School 
Libraries. Books, reference works and peri- 
odical literature recommended for college of 
pharmacy libraries. American Journal of Phar- 
maceutical Education, vol. 19, Summer 1955, 
p. 480-99. 

Publisher and date given; highly recom- 

mended items starred. 
New books. In: Quarterly Cumulative Index 
Medicus, published semi-annually by the 
American Medical Association, 535 North 
Dearborn Street, Chicago 10, IIl. 


212 





Alphabetical and classified listings of new 
books published during each six months 
period covered by the Index. Alphabeticg| 
list gives publisher and price. Approximate. 
ly 2 years late in appearance. 


Recent United States publications [in the] Na. 

tional Library of Medicine. In: Current Lis 

of Medical Literature, at end of each monthly 

issue, beginning with January 1957 issue. 
Complete catalog citation for publications 
received; includes call number and price 
for most entries. 


Science reference notes; critical notes on re. 
cent important reference materials in the 
sciences. Published by the Science Libraries 
of Columbia University, 601 Schermerhorn 
Hall, Columbia University, New York 27, 
N. Y. Quarterly. Probably free. 

Includes a section on medicine. 


SPECIAL LIBRARIES ASSOCIATION,  Science- 
Technology Division, Pharmaceutical Section. 
Drug information sources. American Journal 
ot Pharmacy, vol. 129, no. 1, Jan. 1957, p. 
4-10. 
A comprehensive world listing of the va- 
rious sources of information about drugs; 
to be published monthly in the American 
Journal of Pharmacy. 


U. S. ARMED FORCES MEDICAL LIBRARY. Cat- 

alog, 1950-1954. 6 vs. 1955. J. W. Edwards, 

Publisher, Inc., Ann Arbor, Michigan. $64.00. 

(v. 1-3, authors; v. 4-6, subjects). 
Quinquennial cumulation; supersedes the 
Library’s annual catalog for the preceding 
four years dnd includes the work of the 
fifth year not issued separately as an an- 
nual volume. Continued by annual volumes 
issued by the Library of Congress. Avail- 
able from Card Division, Library of Con- 
gress, Washington 25, D.C. 1955 volume, 
$17.50, plus postage, $.40. 


U. S. VETERANS ADMINISTRATION, Depart- 
ment of Medicine and Suregry. Basic list of 
medical books and journals for Veterans Ad- 
ministration medical libraries, rev. April 
1956. 20 p. Library Division, Office of the 
Chief Medical Director, Veterans Adminis- 
tration, H Street and Vermont Avenue, N. W., 
Washington 25, D.C. Available upon request. 
Classified list; includes publisher and price 
for books, price only for periodicals. 


PERIODICAL LISTS 


List of journals indexed in the Current List 
of Medical Literature. June 1956. 20 p. Is- 
sued by the National Library of Medicine, 
7th Street and Independence Avenue, S. W., 
Washington 25, D.C. Available upon request. 
Usually appears in July issue; also pub- 
lished separately as a reprint, with monthly 
supplements. Includes abbreviations. 


SPECIAL LIBRARIES 





Period 
ischer 
{and ¢ 
lag, Hi 


U. S. 
pleme 
public 
Index 
Librai 
Unite: 
Libra! 
Washi 
fice, | 
a rep 


bre 


Vital 
tion ¢ 
Comn 
tion. 
brary. 
Appe: 
Lis 
ger 
Worle 
lishec 
tional 
19, A 
Healt 
Gene 
Lis 
titl 
cat 
dic 


vet 
tio 


gram 
ciatit 
Mor 
ance 


vol. 
Li 


MA 


iths 
ical 


Na- 
List 


va- 


gs; 
an 


ril 


is- 
N., 
st. 


ist 
Is- 
1e, 
N., 
st. 


ily 


W 








Periodica medica; Titelabkurzungen medizin- 
ischer Zeitschriften. 4th ed. von Walter Artelt 
{and others]. 1952. 280 p. Georg Thieme Ver- 
jag, Herdweg 63, Stuttgart, Germany. 


U. S. ARMED FORCES MEDICAL LIBRARY. Sup- 
plementary list of abbreviations for serial 
publications used in the fourth series of the 
Index Catalogue. In: Index Catalogue of the 
Library of the Surgeon General's Office, 
United States Army (Armed Forces Medical 
Library), Fourth series, vol. 11, MH—MN. 
Washington: U. S. Government Printing Of- 
fice, 1955, p. 1-79. Also issued separately as 
a reprint. 

Alphabetical listing of periodical title, ab- 

breviation, place of publication. 


Vital notes on medical periodicals. A publica- 
tion of the Periodicals and Serials Publication 
Committee of the Medical Library Associa- 
tion. William K. Beatty, editor. Medical Li- 
brary, University of Missouri, Columbia, Mo. 
Appears 3 times a year. 

Lists new periodicals, changes in title, mer- 

gers and titles suspended or discontinued. 


World medical periodicals. 1953. 237 p. Pub- 
lished jointly by the United Nations Educa- 
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization, 
19, Avenue Kléber, Paris 16, and the World 
Health Organization, Palais des Nations, 
Geneva, Switzerland. $2.00. 
Lists alphabetically approximately 4000 
titles current in 1950, with place of publi- 
cation, frequency of issue and symbols in- 
dicating coverage by certain abstracting 
services. Pharmacy, dentistry, chemistry and 
veterinary medicine are included. New edi- 
tion due in 1957. 


SPECIAL TYPES OF LIBRARIES 


EXLEY, M. Medical libraries in industry. 
Libri, vol. 3, 1954, p. 53-9. 

Emphasis is given to the pharmaceutical 
library. 


JOINT COMMITTEE ON STANDARDS FOR Hos- 

PITAL LIBRARIES. Hospital libraries; objectives 

and standards. 1953. 19 p. Hospital Libraries 

Division, American Library Association, 50 

East Huron Street, Chicago 11, IIl. 
Includes the patients’ library, the hospital 
medical library and the school of nursing 
library. 


LEAKE, C. D. The role of the medical school 
library in the medical school teaching pro- 
gram. Bulletin of the Medical Library Asso- 
ciation, vol. 41, no. 4, Oct. 1953, p. 369-78. 


MOHRHARDT, FOSTER. Standards of perform- 
ance for hospital libraries. Library Trends, 
vol. 2, no. 3, Jan. 1954, p. 452-7. 

Libraries of the Veterans Administration. 
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ROBINSON, ARLINE. The separate dental 
school library. Bulletin of the Medical Library 
Association, vol. 40, no. 1, Jan. 1952, p. 26-9. 


Symposium on types of medical libraries: 
Recruiting begins in the library by I. M. 
Strieby; The hospital medical library by Ella 
Crandall; The medical school library by R. T. 
Lentz; The medical society library by G. M. 
Clark; State medical libraries by Jeannette 
Dean-Throckmorton; The pharmacy library by 
J. A. MacWatt; Research libraries in medi- 
cine by T. E. Keys; The public health library 
by F. E. Herman. Bulletin of the Medical Li- 
brary Association, vol. 43, no. 2, April 1955, 
p. 177-216. 


TROXEL, WILMA. Library service for modern 
dental education in a combined medical— 
dental—pharmacy library. Bulletin of the 
Medical Library Association, vol. 40, no. 1, 
Jan. 1952, p. 21-5. 


VAILLANCOURT, P. M._ Hospital nursing 


_school libraries. Bulletin of the Medical Li- 


brary Association, Vol. 44, no. 2, April 1956, 
p. 121-4. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY OF MEDICAL 
REVIEW LITERATURE 


Annotated list of reviews in medicine. Jn: An- 
nual review of medicine. Published by Annual 
Reviews, Inc., Stanford, Cal. $7.00. 
A classified list appears at the end of each 
volume. 


Bibliography of medical reviews, 1955. 1956. 
74 p. Published by National Library of Medi- 
cine, 7th Street and Independence Avenue, 
S. W., Washington 25, D. C. To be issued an- 
nually. 
Alphabetical subject arrangement. Contains 
alphabetical list of journals in which 1955 
review articles appeared. 


SERVICES OFFERED BY LIBRARIES 


AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, Public Re- 
lations Department. Guide to services. 1955. 
120: p. Published by the American Medical 
Association, 535 North Dearborn Street, Chi- 
cago 10, Illinois. Probably free. 
History, organization, activities of the 
American Medical Association; its publica- 
tions, library. New edition in press. 


Leaflets describing special services offered are 
available from many libraries including the 
following: John Crerar Library, 80 East Ran- 
dolph Street, Chicago 1, Ill.; Library, New 
York Academy of Medicine, 2 East 103rd 
Street, New York 29, N. Y.; Library of the 
College of Physicians of Philadelphia, 19 South 
22nd Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa.; U. S. Na- 
tional Library. of Medicine, 7th Street and 
Independence Avenue, S. W., Washington 
25, BS. 
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Who's Who Among The Medical Authors 


Mary Elizabeth Bedwell began her adult 
life as a teacher of Latin and English. After 
20 years of teaching in high schools in Ken- 
tucky and Mississippi, several of which she 
also worked in the school libraries, she joined 
the library staff of the Pan American Sani- 
tary Bureau in Washington, D.C. Miss Bedwell 
returned to the classroom to further her 
knowledge of librarianship and attended the 
Catholic University School of Library Science 
as a special student for two years. In 1955 
she also received a certificate in Spanish from 
the Institute of Languages and Linguists. 
This is not her first contribution to a pro- 
fessional journal. 


Elizabeth G. Moseley, a native of Florida, 
studied at Florida State University (A.B.) 
and the University of North Carolina (A.B. 
L.S.). Washington, D.C. has proved to be the 
center of her professional career which has 
included library positions in the Smithsonian 
Institution, the Reference Division and Copy- 
right Office of the Library of Congress, the 
U. S. Bureau of Public Roads and, since 1953, 
the Reference Department of the National 
Library of Medicine (formerly the Armed 
Forces Medical Library). Miss Moseley is a 
member of the Medical Library Association 
as well as of SLA. 


Mrs. Helen W. Munson has been actively 
engaged in various aspects of the nursing 
profession for more than 30 years. She studied 
at the Presbyterian Hospital School of Nurs- 
ing and later concentrated on supervision in 
nursing education at Teachers College, Colum- 
bia University. After experience in various 
hospitals, Mrs. Munson joined the editorial 
staff of the American Journal of Nursing and 
for 13 years was its associate editor. Becom- 
ing interested in nursing libraries, she resigned 
to enter the School of Library Science at 
Simmons College and in 1949 was selected 
librarian of the School of Nursing at the 
Hartford Hospital. 


Marian A. Patterson, a resident of Toronto 
since birth, earned her B.A. at Victoria 
University and then attended the University 
of Toronto Library School for her B.L.S. She 
has been associated with the Academy of 
Medicine Library for the past ten years. 
since 1952 as head librarian. An active SLA 
member, Miss Patterson was chairman of the 
Biological Sciences Division, 1954-55, and 
last year was president of the Toronto Chap- 
ter. She lectures on medical librarianship in 
the special libraries courses given by the uni- 
versity library school and has written many ar- 
ticles on medical history and medical libraries. 
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Augusta Poliakoff has been concerned with 
the biological sciences since she studied ag 
Johns Hopkins (B.S.) and the University of 
South Carolina (M.S.). While living in Balti. 
more in the early ’40’s, she was a librarian at 
the Wilmer Ophthalmological Institute and 
the Baltimore Hospital. Moving north to New 
York City, Miss Poliakoff worked at the 
Ophthalmological Foundation Library, in the 
bibliographical department of the New York 
Academy of Medicine Library and in 1952 
joined the medical department of American 
Cyanamid. She has been chairman of the New 
York Group of the Biological Sciences Dj- 
vision and has edited the Reminder. 


William D. Postell has long been active in 
library associations, having served as president 
ot the Library Section of the Louisiana Teach- 
ers Association, the New Orleans Library 
Ciub, the Louisiana Library Association and 
the Medical Library Association. He has been 
a consultant to several medical libraries, in- 
cluding the National Taiwan University Col- 
lege of Medicine in Taipei, Formosa, an as- 
signment from the I.C.A. office of the Secre- 
tary of State. Mr. Postell is the author of 
numerous articles on librarianship and medical 
history, including two monographs. 


Mary Jane Ryan’s training in librarianship, 
counseling and guidance at the College of St. 
Catherine, Columbia University, University of 
Illinois and University of Southern California 
prepared her for a career as a bibliotherapist. 
She worked in Veterans Administration hos- 
pitals in Fort Meade, South Dakota, and St. 
Cloud, Minnesota, before coming to the VA 
hospital in Sepulveda, a new 1000-bed re- 
search hospital where she supervises a med- 
ical library and three patients’ libraries. She 
has been vice president of the Hospital and 
Institution Division of ALA and president of 
the Minnesota Hospital and Medical Library 
Association. 


Winifred Sewell was employed in both drug 
research and university libraries before mov- 
ing to the Squibb Institute of Medical Re- 
search in 1946. She is active on a number of 
committees of SLA and the Medical Library 
Association. Editor of the Pharmaceutical Sec- 
tion’s publication, Unlisted Drugs, since 1953, 
she is also the author of several papers in this 
and related fields which have appeared in 
Special Libraries and the Bulletin of the Med- 
ical Library Association. Miss Sewell holds 
degrees from the State College of Washington 
and Columbia University. In her spare time 
she enjoys bridge, bowling, gardening, hiking 
and bicycling. 
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Indexing Scholarship Announcements 

BOUT a year ago, the M.I.T. Libra- 
a. was asked to set up a system 
for filing scholarship, fellowship and as- 
sistantship announcements so that stu- 
dents might make fuller use of them. 
The end result should be a file easy to 
consult and to maintain. 

There are two important parts to 
every announcement; first, the name 
of the college, university or foundation 
offering the awards and second, the 
subject fields in which the awards are 
available. More often than not, one 
announcement offers aid in a number of 
fields. This is where the problem arises. 
If the only information desired is what 
is offered by a specific institution, the 
arrangement is obvious — alphabetical. 
However, if a student wants to deter- 
mine the awards available in a specific 
subject field, more is needed. 

Each announcement is placed in its 
own vertical file manila folder. In con- 
secutive numerical order as received, 
both folder and announcement are as- 
signed an identical number. A catalog 
card is prepared giving the number as- 
signed to the individual folder, the 
name of the college, university or 
foundation offering the awards and the 
date. On the reverse side of the card, 
tracings are added for the subject fields 
in which the awards are available. These 
main cards are kept in alphabetical 
order by the name of the institution. 

A similar card, without date and 
tracings, is made for the shelf list file. 
These cards are kept in numerical or- 
der. An individual card is made for 
each subject field the first time it oc- 


| Ihis Works Gor Us... 


curs; thereafter the folder number and 
college or university name are simply 
added. These subject cards are kept in 
a third section of the catalog in an 
alphabetical arrangement by subject 
heading. One can thus quickly deter- 
mine the awards offered by a specific 
institution by consulting the main card 
section of the file, or can refer to the 
subject section of the file to find insti- 
tutions offering aid in specific fields. 


Once such a catalog file has been 
established, it is easily kept up-to-date. 
As the announcements are received for 
the current year, a check of the main 


‘card section of the file indicates whether 


such an announcement has ever before 
been received. If it has, and the sub- 
ject fields agree with those traced on 
the reverse of the card, all that need be 
indicated is the new date. The folder 
is then assigned the appropriate file 
number and substituted for the earlier 
announcement. If the announcement is 
new to the collection, a check of the 
last card in the shelf list section indi- 
cates what the next new folder number 
should be. After such a file has been 
maintained for two years, and periodic- 
ally thereafter, the main cards should be 
checked to eliminate announcements 
of awards no longer being offered. 


This system of indexing and filing 
could easily be applied to other similar 
types of material such as trade catalogs, 
press releases on new products and 
other ephemeral pieces containing sev- 
eral different types of information. 

ELEANOR L. BARTLETT 


Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Cambridge, Mass. 








This new feature is being initiated in response to requests from many readers 
for short, how-to-do-it articles. All librarians who have developed short-cuts 
or new methods or who have adapted standard procedures to special needs 
or found new gadgets or techniques helpful, are urged to contribute brief 
descriptions of 150 to 450 words in length. Share your know-how with others! 
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Convention Extras 


A Collector's Heaven—The Exhibit Area 

The exhibit area at the Convention 
is a good place to while away a little 
free time. It is usually located on the 
same floor with the meetings rooms and 
often near the information desk. 

It is a collector’s heaven—the place 
where you supply yourself with a free 
envelope large and sturdy enough to 
hold all the material you can possibly 
collect. You will also find pencils and 
pads for note taking, available in a 
wide assortment of styles and sizes, at 
many booths. The nibbler may find a 
few nuts or crackers, too, if she keeps 
her eyes open. 

But there are serious aspects to these 
booths and the products displayed are 
well worth seeing. They include equip- 
ment, supplies, binderies, subscription 
agencies, book publishers and, of course, 
SLA itself. Many of the same manu- 
facturers are represented year after 
year but the items they feature are 
their most recent products. 

For example, in 1956 the Microcard 
Corporation featured a method for mak- 
ing microcards from strips of Micro- 
tape. Recordak Corporation (Eastman 
Kodak), the Microlex Corporation, 
Cormac Industries, Godfrey Memorial 
Library and Remington Rand had a va- 
riety of equipment, services and publi- 
cations to show those interested in mi- 
croreproduction and photoduplication. 

A booth which was crowded every 
time I tried to go near it was that of 


- Bro-Dart Industries. Bro-Dart is one 


of the newer library suppliers. They are 
expanding their line to include such 
products as Plastic-lac, a lacquer for 
preserving the covers of books, and 
Book-Aid tape for binding pamphlets. 
Demco, Gaylord and Remington Rand, 
also dealers in library supplies, had 
booths too. Demco sells Crystaljac, a 
clear plastic bookcover for books which 
have heavy circulation. Gaylord makes 
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plastic letters for making your own 
signs and displays and Magic Mend, a 
liquid plastic for mending tears and 
repairing broken bindings. 

Hamilton Manufacturing Company, 
the firm from whom we bought our 
compact shelving, had models of its 
COMPO stacks and also regular shelv- 
ing and those with metal partitions for 
pamphlets. Remington Rand had illus- 
trations of its line of TREND wooden 
furniture as well as complete catalogs 
of the furniture. 

I was interested in comparing prices 
at other binderies with what I was pay- 


-ing and was fortunate to find several 


bindery booths with abundant literature. 

SLA had a booth where selections 
from the bulletins, directories and spe- 
cial publications of the Chapters, Di- 
visions and SLA itself gave good ideas 
for all aspects of library administration. 

A definite stopping point, regardless 
of its location, is the Combined Book 
Exhibit. This is an area of table-top 
shelves where the important standard 
references and the best of the new 
books and references are to be found. 
This is where I become acquainted 
with the content and format of the 
publications displayed jointly by over 
100 publishers. Each year the books 
featured are different. I must admit 
that I make the most of this oppor- 
tunity to browse through all the books 
which have nothing to do with my li- 
brary. Of course, there isn’t time to 
read even one all the way through, but 
it is pleasant to glance at what is going 
on in other fields. I always take the 
catalog provided and make notes for 
the men in my organization. 

Many individual publishers also have 
booths with catalogs and displays of 
their publications. The encyclopedia 
and reference book firms, like Encyclo- 
paedia Britannica and Field Enter- 
prises, had sets of their latest editions 
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while scientific, technical, economic, so- 
cial and library literature was featured 
by the Pergamon Press, Oxford Uni- 
versity Press, The H. W. Wilson Com- 
pany and other publishers and import- 
ers. Consultants Bureau, a New York 
concern which publishes translations of 
Russian scientific papers, also sells sub- 
scriptions to translated journals. Mag- 
azine subscription agencies, such as 
Moore-Cottrell, have catalogs, descrip- 
tive literature about their services and 
samples of publications available. 

One may wonder just how the in- 
formation gained in the Convention ex- 
hibit area can be put to use. One year 
I decided I had a lot of ideas that no 
one in my company knew anything 
about so I wrote a report to the re- 
search director on “Ideas for Improve- 
ment of the Research Library.” It cov- 
ered suggestions both for giving better 
service and for improving the physical 
equipment and layout of the library. To 
illustrate it I made Contoura negative 
and Ozalid prints of the literature col- 
lected at exhibit booths for the past 
several years and thus was able to pre- 
sent a meaningful report with informa- 
tion and ideas of immediate and future 
reference value. 

CHARLOTTE K. BOARDMAN, Librarian 
Thomas A. Edison Industries 
West Orange, New Jersey 
Impressions Of A First Convention 
Pittsburgh, June 3-7, 1956 

First experiences are something ex- 
tra special—the first diploma, the first 
date, the first job and the first time 
your company respects your library to 
the extent of encouraging your attend- 
ance at an Annual Special Libraries 
Association Convention. 

The impulse to record the stimula- 
tion and excitement of being part of a 
professional convention and to retain 
impressions is a great one—wearing 
the green badge of the “firster,” the 
hello’s from other green badge wearers 
and comparing notes on what you were 
learning and whom you meet. The lec- 
tures, the trips, the luncheons and the 
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dinners were all grist to the mill of 
“Putting Knowledge to Work.” It was 
exciting to meet the VIP's informally, 
either by being seated at their tables o; 
ir the lounges. There was a feeling of 
being young because there was so much 
to find out, so many avenues to explore 
and so many steps to take toward being 
really professional. And it was satisfy. 


ing to acquire a large view of one’s | 


place in Special Libraries Association, 
Returning to your office with the 
need instilled of going forward, there 
were reports to make to the executives 
and the lasting thought that our library 
jobs are and can be as interesting as 
we ourselves wish to make them. 
Looking back, I am curious to know 
if the second convention will deepen 
and strengthen my first impressions. 
ETHEL LEwIs, Librarian 


Harry B. Cohen Advertising Company 
New York City 


Boston—Hub of Unlimited Vacations 


If you have a few days in which to 
relax after the Convention, you can 
make Boston the starting point for a 
host of scenic vacation trips. South of 
Boston are the South Shore, Cape Cod, 
Newport arid the islands of Nantucket 
and Martha’s Vineyard. To the west 
are Pioneer Valley and the Berkshire 
Hills; to the north the picturesque 
North Shore, Cape Ann, the White 
Mountains and Maine’s famous south- 
ern sunshine and northern rockbound 
coasts. There are restored pioneer vil- 
lages at Salem, Sturbridge and at Ply- 
mouth where the replica of the May- 
flower is expected about Convention 
time. And everywhere is history which 
the whole world knows. All this is with- 
in a few hours of Boston. 

We shall have complete information 
on how to reach these and other fasci- 
nating spots at the Convention infor- 
mation booth. So come enjoy the Con- 
vention and then spend a few more 
days in the vicinity and return home 
refreshed and relaxed. 


LEONARD J. MACMILLAN 
Transportation and Tours Committee 


SPECIAL LIBRARIES 


H 





At 

| Clevel 
Chapt 
Marcl 

| memb 
| two d 
Memc 
stract 
Aft 
Batte’ 
group 
Tours 

| librar 
matio 
fersor 
The ] 
Fizet 
ence 

| Thor 
_ 
Unio: 
by J. 
collec 
The | 

_ of Cl 
| Cran 
probl 
A 
prece 


—_ 








During 
machi 
landu 
house 
Labor. 


MA 





ill of 
- Was 
nally, 
les or 
ng of 
much 


plore | 


Deing 
tisfy- 
one’s 
ition, 

the 
here 
tives 


g as 





SLA Tri-State Meeting 
A tri-state meeting of the Cincinnati, 
| Cleveland, Indiana and Pittsburgh 
Chapters was held in Columbus on 
March 29 and 30. Approximately 100 
members and guests attended the busy 
two day meeting sponsored by Battelle 
Memorial Institute and Chemical Ab- 
stracts, Ohio State University. 

After a welcome to and tour of some 
Battelle highlights Friday morning, the 
group was served lunch in the cafeteria. 
Tours in the afternoon included the 
library facilities, the Titanium Infor- 
mation Center and Battelle’s West Jef- 
feson Nuclear Center. Two papers, 
The Bibliographic Triangle by Majorie 
Fizette and The Training of Refer- 
ence Information Specialists by James 
Thomas completed the day at Battelle. 

A dinner at the Ohio State Student 
Union was followed by a delightful talk 
by J. Homer Winkler on his hobby of 
collecting medieval manuscript leaves. 
The group adjourned to the new home 
of Chemical Abstracts, where Dr. E. J. 
' Crane, editor, discussed some of the 
| problems faced by CA. 

A breakfast on Saturday morning 
preceded five papers by Battelle and 


— 





Have You Heard ... 


CA specialists on information handling: 
Chemical Abstracts’ List of Periodicals 
by James Wood; The Library—A Com- 
munication Tool by Iver Igelsrud; 
What Is the Ideal Information Center? 
by Paul Moore; The Relation Between 
Organization and Performance of A 
Technical Information Center by Ben- 
Ami Lipetz, and Systems Engineering 
and the Information Center by J. J. 
Stone, Jr. 

Luncheon at the University Club was 
followed by a panel on Are We Really 
Giving Our Users The Services They 
Need? Participants from the four chap- 
ters were: Mrs. Virginia Sternberg, 


-Mary Evalyn Crookston, Mrs. Eliza- 


beth Burton and Mrs. Emily Rahe. A 
tour of the new Bell Telephone Long 
Distance Dialing Exchange ended the 
meeting. 
Correction 

Robert Lovett has informed the edi- 
tor of an error in his article on Boston 
libraries in the March SPECIAL LIBRA- 
RIES, page 118. Mrs. Isabell N. Britton 
is librarian of the Missile Systems Di- 
vision, Raytheon, Manufacturing Co., 
Bedford, Mass. and Mrs. Frances Leve 
is a technical writer for the same firm. 





' During the Tri-State Meeting, a Battelle technologist explains the operation of an electronic “thinking” 
machine to interested SLA visitors (left to right): Dorothy Bulford, Babcock and Wilcox Co.; Miriam M. 

| landuyt, Caterpillar Tractor Co.; Frances J. Poremba, U. S. Steel Corp.; Mrs. Virginia Sternberg, Westing- 

| house—Bettis Plant; Lulu B.. Hardesty, Cleveland Public Library; Helen Hauck, Lewis Flight Propulsion 
laboratory; Mary J. Volk, Mellon Institute; and Kathleen T. Garner, Diamond Alkali, Company. 


MAY-JUNE 1957 


219 





668i tie Tee 


Cd) 


wi 62S Get bere Gg 8 








fLetPA LHL 


; 





Pet FR ap LEAR 


* 


fj RPE; 


Off The Press... 


HANDBOOK OF BIOLOGICAL DATA. 
William S. Spector, editor. Prepared under 
the direction of the Committee on the Hand- 
book of Biological Data, National Research 
Council. Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders Com- 
pany, 1956. 584 p. $7.50. 

The aim of this compilation has been to 
present for ready use by nonspecialists basic 
tabular data, charts, graphs and diagrams from 
broad general areas in biology and the pre- 
clinical sciences. Information is arranged in 
ten classifications beginning with biochemical 
and biophysical characteristics on through 
genetics, cytogenetics and reproduction; de- 
velopment and morphology; nutrition, diges- 
tion and metabolism; respiration and circula- 
tion; other physiological activities and per- 
formances; environment and survival; sym- 
biosis and parasitism; to ecology and bio- 
geography. Here, for example, one may quick- 
ly find the physical and chemical character- 
istics of human tears, G-forces acting upon 
man and aircraft at different speeds in flight, 
effect of wave lengths on flowering, germina- 
tion and growth in plants, life spans in many 
groups of animals, conduction velocity and 
fiber size in representative nerves and even 
the nesting success of a variety of birds. 

The data has been prepared by experts and 
then reviewed by other experts to make cer- 
tain that what is presented is currently ac- 
cepted as established fact or reliable theory. 
Great effort has been made to allow for the 
variability inherent in biological materials by 
giving numerical values that are averages or 
adjusted averages of a group of measured 
values. Bibliographic references for data are 
not included because of space limitation but 
are available from the contributor or from 
the Handbook Office. The roster of the 4041 
scientists who contributed to this volume 
reads like a Who’s Who in the Biological 
Sciences. There are full indexes to the con- 
tributors and reviewers as well as to the sub- 
jects covered, although the Contributor-Re- 
viewer Index is somewhat cumbersome to use. 

The great usefulness and value of this hand- 
book in any library serving students and in- 
vestigators in biology and medicine is obvious. 
It should also have a place in large, general 
reference collections where it would undoubt- 
edly save many hours of searching. There are 
two minor criticisms of the handbook: the 
small print necessitated by the problem of 
covering so much information in a _ single 
volume of reasonable size and cost and the 
bibliographically confusing title. 

LOUISE DARLING Librarian 
Biomedical Library, University of 
California Medical Center, Los Angeles 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Positions open and wanted — 50 cents per ling: 
minimum charge $1.50. Copy must be received 
by 10th of month preceding month of publication, 





— | 


POSITIONS WANTED 


BIBLIOGRAPHER and SECRETARY wishes change, 
Ten years experience. Seeks responsible pogj. 
tion full or part time. Box A 61. 


LIBRARIAN, young woman, B.A., M.L.S. Litera. 











ture, history background. Interested in cata. 
loging. Desires position in N.Y.C. Box A 65, 


LITERATURE SEARCHER and bibliographer fg. 
miliar with searching techniques and literature 
sources. Science background and ten years 
experience. Fluent German, knowledge of 
French. Free lance or full time. Box A 67, 


MALE LIBRARIAN, B.L.S. (honors) 5 yrs ex- 
perience in reference, and technical college, 
Legal background. German, French, Spanish, 
Italian. Seeks position, N.Y.C. vicinity. Spe- 
cial library preferred. Box A 64. 











MAN, serious, mature, dependable. Ph.D, 


M.L.S. Fluent in several languages. Experi- | 


ence in various libraries. Will consider either 
a part time or full time position in N.Y.C, or 
vicinity. Box A 66. 


POSITIONS OPEN 











CORNELL UNIVERSITY LIBRARY—ITHACA N, Y. | 


Junior Catalog Librarian. Salary range, $3948- 
$5220; qualifications, library school degree 
and reading knowledge of one foreign lan- 
guage. Two positions. 

Physics Librarian. Salary range, $4176-$5508; 
qualifications, some science training or experi- 
ence and library school degree. 

Junior Engineering Librarian. Salary range, 
$3948-$5220; qualifications, some science 
training or experience and library school de- 
gree. Two positions. 

Rare Books Librarian. Salary range, $4956- 
$6432; qualifications, library school degree, 
two or more foreign languages and two or 
more years successful experience in a college 
or university library. Person will perform 
duties under the general guidance and direc- 
tion of the Curator of Rare Books. 

POSITIONS ARE OPEN July 1, 1957. The Gen- 
eral perquisites of employment at Cornell 
University Library are: group life insurance 
(compulsory), hospital insurance (optional), 


a~aa—_—_—_-_- err 


T.LA.A. retirement system, Social Security | 
coverage, vacation of one month, sick leave, 
thirty-nine hour week, five-day week in Tech- | 


nical Service departments, position classifica- 
tion and pay plan and abundance of intellec- 
tual and recreational opportunities. Direct 
inquiries to G. F. Shepherd, Jr., Assistant 
Director. 


ENGINEERING LIBRARIAN—Here is a most in- 
teresting and stimulating position in a tech- 
nical library of a dynamic Engineering Depart- 
ment. This excellent career position offers 
unusual variety and challenge while working 
with top Chemists, Mechanical and Electronic 
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Engineers of a progressive and rapidly expand- 
ing company which is a leader in the field of 
data processing equipment and office automo- 
tion. Library, science or engineering back- 

und is necessary. Send resume to: Employ- 
‘ ment Manager, The Standard Register Com- 
pany, Dayton 1, Ohio. 


SERIALS LIBRARIAN. Supervision and main- 
tenance Central Serials File including punch- 
card control and analysis file for 2000 serials; 
and Research Reports. Collection largely Sci- 
Tech. Includes ordering and cataloging new 
serials. $4,000-5,000 range in $250.00 annual 
increments, 5-day, 372 hour week, 4 weeks 
vacation, etc. Appointment by July 1 or 
earlier. Apply Edward A. Chapman, Chairman, 
| Library Group, Rensselaer Polytechnic Insti- 
| tute, Troy, New York. 
| 











Technical Librarian 


Woman with good background in chemistry and 
the other physical sciences wanted for permanent 
} position on our Library staff to share reference 
| and readers’ advisory work, index books, file 
material and current literature. and to make 
short searches. Knowledge of foreign languages 
necessary. Willingness to type desirable. Pleas- 
ant working conditions in suburban research 
laboratories. 


Please send resume of training and experience, 
and salary requirements to 


PENNSALT CHEMICALS 
P.O. Box 4388 Chestnut Hill 
Philadelphia 18, Pa. 








TECHNICAL LIBRARIAN 


For new library being established to 
serve engineers and scientists of the 
Western Electric Company and Bell 
Telephone laboratories at Allentown, 
Pennsylvania. Modern, air-condition- 
ed library will be available this 
Spring. Excellent) opportunity for 
planning and developing a dynamic 
library program to meet the require- 
ments of a well-known research and 
development team. Long-established 
benefits of a Bell System career make 
this an attractive opportunity for 
the successful candidate. Fifth year 
library school degree and satisfactory 
experience in technical library work 
required. Starting salary $5500-$7200 
depending on qualifications. Moving 
expenses paid. Send resume to: 


Mr. E. J. KEENAN 
Western Electric Company ° 


555 Union Boulevard 
! Allentown, Pennsylvania 


EE 





CHEMICAL LIBRARIAN 


Wilton, Connecticut 


Escambia Chemical Corporation 
is building a new research center 
in Wilton, Conn., 40 miles from 
New York City. 


Librarian will have complete re- 
sponsibility for organizing and ad- 
ministering new library in field of 
organic chemistry. 


Duties will include selection, ac- 
quisition, cataloging, development 
of various reference service. Will 
have clerical assistance. Profession- 
al library training and chemistry 
background required. 


Contact: Robert G. Reed 
Escambia Chemical Corp. 
Research Division 


70 Memorial Drive 
Cambridge, Mass. 
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TECHNICAL LIBRARIANS 


To assume complete charge of technical 
library in rapidly expanding chemical re- 
search organization. Duties will involve 
literature searches, abstracting, cataloging, 
and recommending references for research 
and engineering personnel. 


For Chief Librarian, applicant should have 
an M.S. degree in Library Science with 
progressive responsible experience in library 
administration, also training and/or experi- 
ence in chemistry or related science which 
demonstrates clearly the ability to admin- 
ister the functions of a chemical research 
library. 





Opportunity also available for As- 
sistant Librarian. Degree. in Library 
Science desired. 











Send resume to: 
Director of Personnel 
and Labor Relations 


Aviation Division 
OLIN MATHIESON 
CHEMICAL CORPORATION 


Box 480 
Niagara Falls, New York 
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TECHNICAL LIBRARIAN 


1 diate, 





Pp g for librarian of technical 
library concerned with chemistry of paints 
and plastics. Good opportunity to develop 
library services and communications to mem- 
bers of rapidly expanding research depart- 
ment. All new facilities. Air conditioned. 
Send resume and salary requirements to: 


Richard L. Sekanick 
Business Manager 
Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company 
Springdale, Pennsylvania 
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MEDICAL BOOKS 
OLD RARE 
OutT-oF-PRINT 


CATALOGUES ISSUED 


Old Hickory Bookshop 
31 East Tenth Street 
New York 3, New York 











Attention LIBRARIAN! 
Just off Press! 
INFORMATION 


AND 


SUBJECT CATALOGING 


Classified 
Mechanical 


INDEXING 


Alphabetical : 
Coordinate : 
by Joun METCALFE 


338 p. 1957 $6.75 


A basic analysis of the theory and 
practice of indexing, subject catalog- 
ing, and the approaches to synthetic 
classification. 

An important contribution to 


library science. 


THE SCARECROW PRESS, Inc. 
257 Fourth Avenue 
New York 10, N. Y. 








File Unbound Periodicals «+. 


**the easy, low-cost way with Maga- 
files. Available in 39 sizes, of 
lasting kraftboard construction in 
attractive buckram-like finish, and 
complete with labels for easy in- 
dexing. Magafiles are a “must” 
for all libraries because they elim- 
inate costly binding. 


Over a million Magafiles have 
been sold to more than 5000 satis- 
fied library customers in the past 
15 years. Shipped flat, they’re 
simple to store and require only 
seconds for assembly. 

Magazines, pamphlets. books—all 
find a “home” in Magafiles. Write 
today for sample and descriptive 
literature. No salesman will call 
and there’s no obligation. 


The Magafile Company 
P. O. BOX 2615 MERCHANTS STATION 
ST. LOUIS 2, MO. 





MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTIONS 


for 
SPECIAL LIBRARIES 


Faxon’s Librarians Guide 
free on request 
For the very best subscription ser- 
vice at competitive prices — ask 
about our Till Forbidden plan. 
F. W. FAXON CO., INC. 


83-91 Francis Street Boston 15, Mass. 
Continuous Library Service Since 1886 














SWETS & ZEITLINGER 


Keizersgracht 471 & 487 
Amsterdam-C. Holland 

New and Secondhand Bookdealers 
Current Subscriptions 


Periodicals, Sets, Backfiles, and Separate 
Volumes. 
American Representative 
555 WOODSIDE AVE., BERWYN, PA. 
Suburban Philadelphia Phone: Berwyn 4944 
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“Literary history has 
never been made more 
entertaining” 


-HOWARD MUMFORD JONES 


A History of 


American 
Magazines 


1885-1905 
By Frank Luther Mott 


The fourth volume of this famous his- 
tory covers many of the great mast- 
heads we know today—The Saturday 
Evening Post, Collier’s, Cosmopolitan, 
Ladies’ Home Journal, McCall's, 
Vogue, National Geographic. It cov- 
ers, too, a fabulous period in Ameri- 
can history—the Panama Canal was 
dug, the nation learned that its natu- 
ral resources needed conserving, the 
Russo-Japanese War came to an end 
in New Hampshire, and from the 
other side of the world it was discov- 
ered that “the monkeys have no tails 
in Zamboanga.” What Americans 
made of these years, what they wrote 
and what they read is vigorously re- 
corded here. 


Volumes II and III of this remark- 
able work received the Pulitzer Prize, 
the enthusiastic praise of critics and 
historians. 


HOWARD MUMFORD JONES said, “The 
human comedy which Mr. Mott... 
manages to get into his 1200 odd 
pages shows that scholarship need not 
be dull... An indispensable work in 
libraries.” 


ARTHUR M. SCHLESINGER: “The urban- 
ity and charm of his presentation will 
make the work interesting to all who 
care about our cultural heritage.” 
April 
788 pages, Index. Illustrated. $12.50 
GOOD NEWS: Volumes I, II and III, which 
have been in constant demand by librarians 
and journalists, will be reprinted and will be 
available again in the Fall. ; 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
79 Garden St., Cambridge 38, Mass. 
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How to keep a library 
in a 12-inch drawer 
You can keep anything from a complete 


file of research reports to a 250-volume li- 
brary of all the basic literature in your 


_ field, right at your finger tips—on micro- 


print cards. As many as 60 pages go on a 
single 3 x 5” card. Your library is on the 
backs of its own catalog cards! 

You just feed microprint cards into the 
Kodagraph Microprint Reader and read, 
whether for fast scanning or intent scru- 
tiny. The screen is glareless green, tilted 
11° because that seems to be the most com- 
fortable angle. No need to dim lights. Big 
enough so others can read along with you. 
Accepts cards up to 8% x 14” size. Does 
this sound like the answer to a library 
problem you have—or a library you’d 
like to acquire? 


What's available on microprint cards ? 


More technical literature in science, the 
humanities, law, and finance becomes avail- 
able each year. For free condensed catalog, 
“‘What’s Available on Microprint Cards,” 
check box below. 


| EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY | 
Graphic Reproduction Division 5-215 
Rochester 4, N. Y. 
Please send me the material checked: | 
| 0 “What's Available on Microprint Cards,”” folder on the | 


Kodagraph Microprint Reader, and ple microprint 
card 


(|) Name of my nearest dealer where! can see a Reader 


Names of organizations that can convert my own ma- 
terial to microprint card form 
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NEW SPECIAL LIBRARY COVERAGE 





LIBRARY LITERATURE 


For the first time, LIBRARY LITERA- 
TURE has begun to index some of the 
published by 


Nowhere 


most important journals 


Special Library organizations. 
else can Special Librarians find such a 
select listing by author and subject of 
their own professional literature. 


In addition to Special Library publica- 
tions, LIBRARY LITERATURE indexes 
by author and subject: professional peri- 
odicals of all kinds, books, theses, and 
ephemeral literature in English and _for- 


eign tongues. 


B Order Now From: 


During its more than 20 years of publi- 
cation, reviewers have welcomed LIBRARY 
LITERATURE most enthusiastically. Said 
Library Quarterly: “Does its job... as 
satisfactorily as even the most captious 
might require ... There is hardly a topic 
which is not well represented, and [LL] 
serves as an excellent and handy substi- 
tute for the periodicais themselves.” 

Published quarterly. Sold on the Service 
Basis. 

Permanent cumulations are 
from 1933-1935 to 1952-1954. 


in print 


THE H. W. WILSON COMPANY 
950 University Ave., N. Y. 52, N. Y. 




















PR. apt aie en RK: 














THE BLETCHER-ANCHORS CO. 
Printers and Publishers 


FIFTH FLOOR . . . REA BUILDING 
704 SECOND AVENUE 
PITTSBURGH 19, PENNA. 
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Increasingly Popular with Libraries 
of ALL Sizes 


p 


1. Fan Unfast- ee 
“ened Edges 


L. c. CARO NUMBER 


vEAR 


BLISHER 


EDITION 


series 


© 


cost 
| 


ATE RECEIVEO | 


DATE ORDERED 








@ 5” x31” forms are 2-up, perforated in the middle, and interleafed 


with one-time, snap-out carbons. One typing makes 5 copies. 


GAYLORD * 


A stock item, Gaylord Multi-Copy Book 
Order Forms can be ordered in quantities 
as low as 500. Standardization of headings 
and flexibility of form fit readily into the 
requirements of any size library, assuring 
low cost, minimum stock investment and im- 
mediate delivery on every order. Library 
imprint and additional order symbols may 
be included on orders of 1,000 or more. 

Handy Gaylord forms make book order- 
ing five times faster . . . insure against re- 
copying errors . . . provide automatic “on 
order” and reserve list files in one operation. 


Imprinted forms in quantities of 1,000 
for as low as $26.00, transportation paid 


tandard Multi-Copy 
Book Order Forms 


One Typing Gives You 
Five Copies sade 






WHITE (for dealer) 


PINK for Library 


GREEN workslip or fund copy 


BUFF for temporary catalog card, 
punched to fit catalog drawer. 


Send for free samples and prices. 





i ostcaiemmennimenill 
LIBRARY & 
SUPPLIES 


SYRACUSE, N. 





“The house of prompt, frien 


Ask for Form No. 555! 


GAYLORD BROS., INC. 
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COMING SOON! 


In just a few weeks, the 1956 Annual Vol- 
ume of The New York Times Index will be 
off the press—with over 1,300 pages of in- 
formation on last year’s events, and the 
people involved in them. 


In this single, compact book over a half 
million news items published in The New 
York Times will be organized and summa- 
rized under thousands of different subject 
and geographical headings...and under 
tens of thousands of names of individuals, 


institutions, organizations and companies. 


Each news story will be keyed to show when 
(and on what page) the story ran in The 
New York Times—and when it may have 
appeared in other publications you have on 
file. There’ll be thousands of skillfully con- 
densed news summaries that give you the 
basic facts in a minimum of time. They will 


save you many hours of tedious research. 


The 1956 volume of The New York Times 
Index will be printed on long-lasting rag 
paper, and attractively bound in library 
buckram. It can be purchased separately for 
$45, or you can get it with a year’s subscrip- 
tion to the twice-a-month Index at the low 
price of $70...a combination rate that 


saves you $20. 


If you have not arranged for a copy of this 
time-saving guide to all the news of 1956, 
we suggest you hurry in your order. Almost 
the entire press run is earmarked for cur- 
rent subscribers to the complete New York 
Times Index service. There won’t be many 
copies left! 


THE NEW YORK TIMES INDEX. 


Times Square, New York 36, New York 





